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Doctors’ Building, 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Gentlemen: 
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CHRISTIAN UNITY 


‘own to the skirts of his garment.” 


SAMUEL M. LE PAGE 


“Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. It is like the 
recious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went 
Thus spake the Psalmist, and by this observation he hoped 


0 smooth out the ruffled feelings of the dissenters. 


| the followers of Jesus Christ. Peter and 
Paul disagreed over the question of 
yhether the Mosaic Law was binding on all 
yhristians alike. Not only was the church at 
yorinth split into factions, but all the other 
hurches as well and councils for the settle- 
1ent of doctrinal disputes were frequent. Fi- 
ally during the iconoclastic controversy the 
last separated from the West. Starting with 
disagreement over the question of indulg- 
neces, Martin Luther and his followers re- 
olted from Rome and started an individualist 
ovement which has been characterized by 
undreds of small denominations and sects. 
ach denomination has its progressive and re- 
ctionary group, its liberal and fundamental 
neologians. Scarcely had Congregationalism 
aken root in New England when the livest 
1eological question of the day was shali it be 
1e Boston religion or the Christian religion? 
Economic and political differences as well as 
1eological have been divisive forces separat- 
ig the Christian world into groups. Usually 
sparation is due to a combination of the three 
1ther than to any one of these causes. The 
eformation did not stem entirely from theo- 
gical rootage. Too much money was going 
‘om Germany to Rome to please the Princes, 
y they, with willingness, supported the Monk 
‘om Wittenberg. England found impetus 
yr her separation from Rome in the fact that 
ie Peter’s pence, which was paid into the 
1urch at Avignon, was loaned to the French 
ng to finance his war with his enemy across 
e channel. Thus all down through the years 
ere has been this intermingling of political, 
cial, economic and religous issues. 


| A LWAYS there has been dissention among 
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Neither is ours the only age when the ques- 
tion of the redistribution of property has 
threatened to divide the ranks of the Chris- 
tians. During the reign of Richard II, in Eng- 
land, there were social disturbances, in part 
growing out of the ravages made by the Black 
Death. Villeins left their Lord’s estate and 
joined themselves with idlers and ‘‘ne’er-do- 
wells’ to demand a redress of grievances. 
Watt Tyler furnished dynamic leadership, 
while John Ball became the mouthpiece of. the 
dicontented. ‘‘In the beginning all men were 
equal, but through wickedness many have been 
reduced to servitude while a few hold all the 
property. There ought to be therefore,’ he 
said, “‘a redistribution of property.’”’ Because 
of these radical sentiments, Ball was called the 
mad priest. 

Looking over the pages of history one can 
readily see that the periods when there has 
been unity among Christians have been times 
of crises when there was some great issue to 
bind them together. Under the spell of the 
urgency of the moment standards were set up 
and, at the rallying cry, all the clans came to- 
gether. ‘The sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon,” was the watch-word which brought 
Ancient-Israel together. ‘‘The world for.Christ 
in this generation,” and “‘“Make the world safe 
for democracy” are rallying cries of a more 
recent date. Under the stress of great urgency 
all petty differences were forgotten and men 
worked for but one end. The emergency over 
the world relapses into a divided existence. Is 
there not something which will bring unity to 
our hum-drum world in the midst of the daily 
grind of ordinary things? 

What is there that will unite the churches 
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which have always been individualistic and as 
independent as the proverbial ‘hog on ice?” 
Can there be found an issue which is broad 
enough, general enough, and urgent enough to 
enlist the hearty support of all the churches? 
Must the issue be social, economic, political or 
religious? 


Once was the time when the desire to win 
heaven and the dread of the coming end of the 
world was of sufficient urgency to keep all 
Christians facing in the same direction. But 
fear of hell and hope of heaven no longer 
trouble us. Indeed we moderns are inclined 
to discard the idea of a future home of the 
blessed and make of this earth a Utopia where 
there will be “two chickens in every pot and two 
cars in every garage.” At any rate we no 
longer have the old traditions and the old 
shibboleths to bind us together. Consequently 
there must be something new in the way of an 
issue, or else the old ones must be revitalized. 


At the General Council of the Congrega- 
tional and Christian Churches, which met at 
Oberlin, a group of men got together and 
formulated a social program which they 
thought would infuse new life into the Church 
and bolster up a losing cause. This group of 
men, whether prophets or merely ecclesiastical 
“brain-trusters,’’ God knoweth! decided that 
our present social order needed a bit of tinker- 
ing up. By a vote of 130 to 17 the convention 
decided “‘to work towards the abolition of the 
system responsible for the destructive elements 
in our economic life—and the inauguration of 
a genuinely co-operative social economy, dem- 
ocratically planned to adjust production to 
consumption requirements, to modify or elimi- 
nate private ownership of the means of pro- 
duction or distribution wherever such owner- 
ship interferes with the social good.” 


This Protestant “rerum novarum”’ was well 
thought out, but due to the exegencies of the 
time it has no better chance of success, as a 
rallying point, for the churches than did the 
encyclical issued by Leo XIII in 1891. Both of 
these pronunciamentos serve to illustrate a 
cardinal fact. Under the press of circum- 
stances and the excitement of the moment a 
group of ecclesiasts may be stampeded and 
committed to a program which is really im- 
possible of fulfillment. During the pontificate 
of Leo XIII it seemed necessary that the laity 
understand the mind of the church on social 
issues, in order that there might not be whole- 
sale exodus into the ranks of the Social Demo- 
cratic Party, so the Pope spoke his mind as to 
the relationship that should exist between capi- 
tal and labor. In the trough of the economic 
depression out of which we are now passing 
the group at Oberlin, in ringing terms, con- 
demned the present order. But the trouble is 
that the economic scene changes and with it 
the mood of the people so that now it is hard 
for us to understand just what prompted such 
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rash declarations. It takes an exceedingly 
long ranged prophet to foretell successfully the: 
future. 


In all such emergencies it is well to glance: 
at the teachings of Jesus concerning the social. 
order. Taking His teachings as a whole one is: 
safe in saying that He did not greatly concern: 
Himself with the economic order. He minis-: 
tered to the poor and the needy and on a few 
occasions He fed the multitude, but it is not 
recorded that He advised His audiences to go 
out and demand a redistribution of wealth. 
He did not even attempt to get an agreement 
as to how much was legitimately due them, or 
how much they should have for the next meal, 
or when that meal was to be served. “Aften 
all these things do the Gentiles seek,”’ He stated 
on one occasion. Always He was wise enough 
to know that you can’t unite men on a social 
or an economic issue. Something of greaten 
moment is necessary for that. 


Even the experts cannot agree on the socia. 
or the economic philosophy that ought to be 
adopted. Take, for instance, some of the prop- 
ositions presented by ‘‘Social Action,” the pub- 
lication of the Council for Social Action of the 
Congregational and Christian Churches, as de: 
sirable ends to be sought by the Church. “‘Ade: 
quate economic security; a more equitable dis: 
tribution of wealth, power and opportunity 
higher wages; abolition of child labor; and the 
abolition of the slums.” All of these are highly 
technical questions which cannot be answerea 
by any “‘obiter dictum,” issued by those who are 
untrained in the use of statistical charts ano 
tables. And even the experts will differ in 
their answers, because their opinions will be 
modified by early training and present ecos 
nomic circumstances. 


’Tis the old question of the two sword. 
which has come to life again to trouble ano 
torment us. Hildebrand, the Pope, cause 
Henry IV the Emperor, to stand barefooted ir 
the snow at Canosa awaiting his pleasure. Ever 
the Emperor must be made to realize that th: 
church has all power in both spiritual ane 
temporal affairs, and doubtless the Pope er 
joyed the exercising of the power and th: 
humiliation of his political enemy, just a: 
modern Hildebrands would enjoy the abase: 
ment of J. P. Morgan, Rascob, Dupont, Fore 
et al. But in his saner moments the Pope mus 
have realized that it would have been im 
possible for the Church to build up the politica 
machine necessary for the exercising of suc: 
power. Neither can the church of our da. 
manage the staff necessary for it to dictat: 
terms to our modern economic world. Senza 
torial committees spend millions of dollars i 
getting the advice of the experts and then ar 
unable to decide on what is right and what i 
wrong in some of our business practices. Pew 
haps Popes and ministers should confine them 


(Continued on page 446) 
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RE ministers of the Gospel going to be the 
last to make effective use of the human 
voice? For proclaiming the Christian 
essage to the world it surpasses in useful- 
ess any other instrument which they possess. 
et strange to say, men and women in number- 
ss other walks of life have far outstripped 
e clergy in their cultivation of an adequate 
eaking voice. 

Who has not heard the following comments 
oiced by earnest Christian laymen? “His 
oice is awtful.” “He talks way down in his 
roat as though he were growling.” ‘‘No one 
n understand half he says.” ‘‘Why doesn’t 
e open his mouth?” “I can hardly keep 
wake when he reads the Scripture.” Is it a 
indness to the profession to say that such 
ords seldom reach the ears of those most 
itally concerned? 

The impossibility of denying the truth of 
ch statements as we have cited is a source 
f deep regret to all friends of the ministry, 
specially to those who realize that in almost 
very instance the faults noted could have been 
ectified during the years of Seminary train- 
ag. No amount of education in other lines 
an be substituted for a well-placed voice and 
ractical knowledge concerning its use in a 
hurch service. Courses of study in Chris- 
ian Seminaries must include cultivation of the 
peaking voice and reading in public, but ap- 
arently graduation and ordination do not wait 
pon their mastery. 

Discounting the desirability of an adequate 
peaking voice in other activties of the minis- 
arial profession, the worship period in serv- 
es of the church present a unique demand for 
ich an asset. More effective reading of the 
criptures is our plea—to the end that real 
ispiration for Christian living may be brought 
» the listeners. 

To reach this goal one must not only be 
ble to evoke the unconscious willing atten- 
on of an audience through the medium of a 
ital well-placed voice, but one must also be 
ble to read in such a manner that the message 
ppears to have been written for each listener 
arsonally. This is a great art but one which 
ay be mastered by genuine desire and study. 

Within a few years motion picture actors 
1d actresses have made marvelous strides in 
ie use of the speaking voice. It is said that 
loria Swanson was so dissatisfied with her 
yice when reproduced in her first talking 


<positor > Homiletic Review—Se ptember, 1937 


WHY LAG BEHIND? 


EUNICE J. MACKENZIE 


picture, that she immediately went to a voice 
teacher with the plea, “Please may I have my 
new voice three weeks from Wednesday?” It 
was a necessary part of her equipment, and she 
felt obliged to make it as efficient as possible. 

Listen to the radio announcers of nation- 
wide broadcasting chains. Their open throat 
quality of tone is pleasing. You are positive 
that they do not have lazy lips and jaws, or 
form their words back in the throat. “Much 
of my success has been due to training under 
Dale Carnegie,” writes Lowell Thomas. Even 
he consulted a specialist in Public Speaking— 
a teacher who includes in his lessons training 
in the development of an adequate voice. 

Talking pictures and the radio have made 
the American public ‘Voice Conscious.” A 
resident of one of our large eastern cities con- 
fided the fact that her two sons, successful busi- 
ness men, attended their “Speak Easies” as 
they called them, religiously each week. Count- 
less numbers of mature business and profes- 
sional men are studying to perfect the human 
voice for practical purposes. However the 
average clergyman does not yet realize the 
power and influence of the human voice. He 
lags far behind in the procession. 

“Americans cannot read.” This was the 
astounding title of an article in a recent lead- 
ing magazine. The author enlightened us 
further by stating that “Two educators studied 
1690 typical American adults to report that 
only one-half could read with reasonable ease 
and understanding most of the material in- 
tended for adults.” He went on to say that 
a broadcast, which reported intensive teach- 
ing in a New York High School to overcome 
this defect, brought 3000 letters from all over 
the country asking, “‘Where can I learn to read 
better?”’ The American public has become 
not only “Voice Conscious” but also “Reading 
Conscious.”’ And it is not only silent reading 
which has been called to their attention, but 
also how well or how poorly reading aloud is 
being performed when occasion demands it. 
Needless to say, clergymen cannot escape criti- 
cism along this line be it favorable or otherwise. 

The fundamental principles underlying ef- 
fective public reading are identical with those 
underlying effective public speaking, but how 
many ministers do we find applying these prin- 
ciples to their reading from the Scriptures in 
the worship service of the church? 


Educators in all sections of our country 
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are telling the people that secular training is 
not enough; there must be also moral and 
religious training if we are to have strong 
reliable citizens. The Bible is the Christian’s 
text book for such teaching. There we look 
for a true philosophy of life. If, as we be- 
lieve, the mission of this book is to teach all 
Christendom how to live uprightly, then read- 
ing aloud from its pages is one means to that 
end. 


William Lyon Phelps tells us that the Bible 
is not only the best written book in the Eng- 
lish language, but that “It is greater than all 
the other books in the world combined.” 
Christian ministers have the privilege of read- 
ing aloud from this wonderful volume at all 
their public services. There is no fault to be 
found with their material, but we do question 
their ability to convey to a congregation the 
spirit and the meaning behind the lines. 


Former Congressman John Q. Tilson once 
told an interviewer that he could think of no 
greater passages of literature than Paul’s De- 
fence before Agrippa and the speech of Judah 
before his brother Joseph, Governor of Egypt. 
There are many other sections of this old Book 
which are not only fine literature, but which 
also furnish food for the spirit. If read aloud 
understandingly, many ideals which make for 
strong virile character would unconsciously be 
absorbed by the listeners. 


When conveyance of the written word is 
attempted in conversational English, should 
the reader voice a passage as though talking to 
himself for personal enjoyment, with his eyes 
continuously upon the book, or should he speak 
as though bringing a vital message to each one 
in his audience, with occasional glances toward 
them on important points? Try these two 
ways of reading, and the manner in which the 
Bible is usually read aloud in the churches of 
our lesser and larger towns will be easily recog- 
nized. Is it any wonder that a congregation 
usually looks and acts bored during that part 
of a church service? 

Once again, read aloud a Psalm of praise or 
voice the commanding words of Jesus Christ. 
Using little physical vitality, speak as though 
you had lost your last friend, and use that little 
ministerial tune which runs down like a clock 
at the close of each sentence. What think you, 
can anyone expect an audience to find joy in 
praising the Almighty, or gain inspiration for 
Christian living from a gospel message read 
in that manner? Decidedly not. The listener 
hears simply words which enter one ear and 
pass out of the other. There is no connecting 
of one thought to another—no progression to- 
ward a definite goal—and most significant 
omission of all, there is no assurance of the 
speaker’s own radiant belief in his message. 

Let us try another way of reading those 
passages. Conscious of the fact that one’s 
physical powers were given not only for use 
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in material things, but also to assist in broad- 
casting to others one’s mental and spiritua) 
ideas, the speaker feels alive from the tips ot 
his toes to the crown of his head. Never for+ 
getting for one moment the people to whom he 
is speaking, he endeavors to have them feel aa 
the author felt when he penned the lines. Tc 
this end unimportant words are subordinatec 
and attention is centered upon the important 
ones which express the dominant ideas. “Ay) 
there’s the rub,” for to choose the right words 
upon which to place emphasis is no mean 
matter. Upon this one point depends the true 
conveyance of a writer’s message. 


These examples of the usual and the possi. 
ble rendering of biblical literature, give only 
a hint of the deadening influence or magica: 
power lying dormant behind the same written 
words. 


It may be maintained that the congregations 
of churches using a formal ritualistic service 
enjoy the rhythm embodied in the intoning 0> 
scripture, even though there is little genuine 
thinking behind the words. Admitting this to 
be true, would not both young and old get more’ 
real vital help for Christian living if greate> 
thought were added? Although it requires un‘ 
usual ‘skill, it is possible for intoning ano 
thought to live together in harmony. Just ass 
beautiful singing voice fails to reach the hear‘ 
when it lacks thought and feeling behind tha 
words, so intoning of Scripture falls far shor: 
of it’s mission when it omits these two vitae 
elements. 

Some time ago a newspaper editorial, afte» 
commenting upon the preference of the publi 
for radio music rather than radio speaking: 
made the following comment—‘“‘The pompou: 
rhythms of many ministers are empty sound! 
when heard without the man himself to mak« 
what he says so artifically ring sincere.” Thi’ 
criticism can no longer be made of the bess 
religious radio speakers. They realize that : 
thought laden conversational quality of tone 
whether heard over the radio or at close: 
range, will usually reach the heart when speec!: 
in a set pattern fails. If only the ordinary 
minister would also lose his “pattern.” 

With a little effort an enthusiastic leade: 
could raise to a higher plane the much malignee 
Responsive Reading of the Christian church’ 
We recall the old story of a little girl whe 
on returning home from her first attendance ai 
church, remarked to her mother—‘Peopl. 
don’t like the minister do they?” ‘““‘What make: 
you think that,’”’ asked the mother. The child’' 
reply was quite enlightening. ‘““(Why, the min 
ister said something and then they all grum 
bled. Then he said more and they all grumble: 
again.”’ We grant that the people in the pew’ 
are partially to blame for these combine: 
“grumblings.” They appear to be ashamed t: 
voice publicly, in an intelligent manner, word! 


(Continued on page 444) 
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AST fall, I heard a visiting preacher an- 
nounce as his text the story of Nicode- 
mus and Christ in the third chapter of 
ohn. I wondered whether he would talk more 
bout Nicodemus, or about Christ. And as I 
stened I found that Nicodemus was getting 
e preference. 

There seems to be a humanistic trend which 
ot only holds the literary, economic and so- 
ial world in its grip, but is invading the pul- 
it and leading many preachers to build their 
rmons around man rather than God. On 
e evening of the day on which I heard the 
icodemus story, I heard a preacher preach 
n the conversation between Christ and the 
© persons on their way to Emmaus. I won- 
ered again, “Will it be Christ or those two 
uman persons,” and lo, it was the two humans 
nd I remembered that as I sat listening to 
e words about those two companions, my 
eart seemed to be saying, “Preacher, won’t 
ou say more about that other figure?” I felt 
would be refreshing to hear him put Christ 
t the center. 

Sometime later, in a church of another de- 

omination, I heard one of our most eminent 
reachers preach on faith as the great need of 
e world today. He gave his definition of 
ith and the reasons why we should have more 
ith in God. 
Would not the preacher have helped us to 
evelop this much needed faith more by telling 
s chiefly about the One in whom we were to 
ave faith than by telling us the nature of 
ith (which did not meet our difficulty) and 
rging us to exercise it? Would he not have 
ecomplished vastly more by showing us how 
orthy God is of our faith and of how He has 
warded the faith of His people in Bible times 
nd in later centuries and how the Bible 
bounds in its invitations today from Him to 
s, to trust Him and give Him a chance to 
how us what He will do for us? Do we not 
et a more powerful impression and stimulus 
owards spiritual results when the preacher 
olds God, or Christ, before us than when he 
xes our thoughts upon ourselves and tells 
s what he thinks we ought to do? 

On another Sunday a preacher built his 
armon on the story of Christ healing the ten 
pers, with only one coming back to thank 
im. Was Christ, or gratitude, the subject? 
o, it was gratitude—something that the 
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SERMONS THAT | HAVE HEARD 


ELDRIDGE P. HATCHER 


human must show. It was a topical sermon 
and in such a sermon the preacher is always 
in danger of leaving Christ for the humanistic 
by-path. The preacher, of course, referred to 
Christ and His work with the lepers—but re- 
ferred to it very slightly. He was telling us 
how wrong our ingratitude is and of how im- 
portant it is for us to be grateful. Gratitude 
might have been kindled into a vastly brighter 
flame if he had kept our attention upon Christ 
from beginning to end, with three pictures of 
Him as follows: 

1. Compassionately curing ten men of the 
leprosy. 

2. Being greatly grieved when nine of them 
showed no appreciation of His kindness. 

3. Being greatly rejoiced when one of them, 
a Samaritan, came back to thank Him. 

Why is it that there is not more preaching 
about Christ today? Did He not announce our 
program for us when He sent out His preachers 
saying, “‘Ye shall be witnesses of Me’’—not 
Abraham, Daniel and Paul, but of ‘‘Me.” 

The Bible points us in the same direction. If 
we get our texts from the word of God and are 
true to these texts, we are compelled to preach 
about Christ for He declared that He Himself 
was the subject. To the Jews he said, ‘“‘Ye 
search the Scriptures for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life and these are they that testify 
of Me.” In other words, the Old Testament 
Scriptures have Christ as their subject. “Moses 
wrote of Me,” Christ said on that same occa- 
sion. 

In His talk with His two companions on the 
way to Emmaus, He opened unto them in all 
Seriptures (the Old Testament) the things 
concerning Himself. Christ was the center of 
the New Testament. That Book is fairly 
ablaze with His presence. 

This poor, starving world is hungry today 
for God and that fact alone, if there were no 
other, is sufficient to make the preacher put 
Christ to the front in all his preaching. The 
world does not publish to the preacher and 
the public its hunger, but the hunger is there 
just the same. Dr. Joseph Fort Newton sup- 
plied at the Temple Church in London several 
years ago and he says that when he entered 
the pulpit the first Sunday and walked to the 
pulpit desk he saw before him in letters of 
light, ‘Sir, we would see Jesus.”” How can we 
expect this panic-stricken world to lift its eye 
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toward the hills from whence must come its 
help when we are so seldom pointing them to 
Christ. 


“There are some preachers we know of,” 
Sald SDULSEON een. who preach, preach, 
preach, but they never preach what is Israel’s 
glory. They talk of everything but Christ. Oh, 
how often have I heard the complaint from 
Christian people: ‘Sir, our minister is a tal- 
ented man, on the whole a sound man doctrin- 
ally, and he preaches to us a great deal about 
the gospel, but, oh, we wish he would preach 
theygospeli..-1e)- Oh, that he would preach 
Christ!’ The best sermons are the sermons 
that are fullest of Christ. A sermon without 
Christ is an empty well, it is a cloud without 
rain, it is a tree twice dead, plucked by the 


BRING THY WHOLE HEART 


Rally Program 


IDABEL KELLOGG 


(Much of the appeal of this little play lies in its simplicity, both of action and of stage setting 
Three chairs placed side by side, and covered with drapes as nearly oriental in appearance 
possible, provide a settee for the first scene. A table stands to one side. On it is a candle and : 
vase of flowers. Another chair is to one side of the table. 
chairs are placed separately behind the table. The drapes may be used on the table here. Thes 


are all the stage properties needed. 


All characters should wear robes and turbans with the oriental idea in mind. Sapphira’s shoul 
be of stlk, and Mary’s should be dark and quite shabby. 
Other characters are—Ananias, Peter, James, John, ex-lame man, three servants and two o- 


three gift bearers.) 


As the curtains open, Sapphira is arranging 
the flowers in their vase on the table. 

Sapphira: It grows very dark (Goes to peer 
out of window.) I wish Ananias would return. 
He planned to be home much before this. I 
think I shall place a light in the window for 
him. (Carries candle over and peers out again, 
then goes to sit by table, one arm resting on it.) 
All day have I planned how we shall spend the 
money if Ananias is successful! How wonder- 
ful if I might wear rich jewels, and ride in a 
chariot drawn by milk white horses! With my 
beauty I might attract the favor of Kings! 
(Rises again.) But perhaps he was not success- 
ful—he planned to return home while it was 
yet day. Perhaps he was waylaid and robbed! 
(Peers out again, then turns and says deter- 
minedly.) But I will not think of such things! 
(Seats herself again.) While I was in the mar- 
ket place today the names of Joseph and Barna- 
bas were upon every tongue. They have sold 
their possessions and brought all the money 
and laid it at the Apostle’s feet. All of it! 
Many there were, there in the market place, 
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roots. It is an abominable thing to give mer 
stones for bread, and scorpions for eggs, ana 
yet they do so who preach not Jesus. A ser 
MON without OUrist va wemen: How can it feee 
the soul? Men die and perish because Chriss 
is not there, and yet His glorious gospel is thn 
easiest thing to preach and the sweetest thing 
to preach. There is more variety in it, therw 
is more attractiveness in it than in all thn 
world besides, and yet so many will gaa 
abroad and make their heads ache and turr 
over those heavy volumes to get something 
which shall be nothing better than a big stonn 
to roll at the mouth of the sepulchre and shu 
in Christ as though He were still dead. (| 
brethern, let us, if we cannot blow the silve: 
trumpet, blow the ram’s horn, but let the blass 
always be Christ, Christ, Christ!” 


In the second scene, the first thre 


who were of foreign countries. The names o 
those who will be carried far and wide for thii 
deed. I wish that the names of Ananias an’ 
Sapphira might be carried to foreign land 
and that many might marvel at their gene 
osity. Perhaps Ananias could be persuaded t 
give a great sum also. But not all, I could noz 
bear that! (Pauses.) Why does he not comes 
(Goes to window again.) There is someone 
Perhaps it is—no, it is only the widow Mas 
Still, she would help the time to pass. (Hurrie 
to door.) Mary! Mary! I can see that you art 
very tired. Stop a moment with me and res# 
yourself. (After a moment, Mary appears 
moving slowly in apparent weariness.) 

Mary: Thank you, Sapphira. I am wear?’ 
this evening. The waterpots seemed so heavy? 
today as I carried them up the hill. I was re 
quired to make two extra trips as my lad! 
wished to water her flowers. 

Sapphira: (pityingly) It must be very hard 
I marvel that you are able to do it. 

Mary: When I stagger and nearly fall be 
neath the weight of my load, I think of m) 
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jesus, how, when they led him out to be cruci- 
ded, he fell beneath the cruel weight of the 
gross; and at the thought my load is lightened. 
But my lady was very generous. She gave me 

oO pennies. 

Sapphira: Two pennies? 
Mary: Yes, she need have given me but the 
sne. TI can scarcely wait for the morrow. (Loses 
Jer weariness and straightens at the thought.) 
j shall go to the temple at break of day and 
five my gift to the Lord. I have a little meal 
ft, it will do me until I can earn more. 
aRises.) Thank you, Sapphira. I am greatly 
jested. I must go on, so that I may prepare my 
ivening meal before all the daylight fades. 
4} Sapphira: But it is quite dark now. Have 
tou no oil for your lamp? 
Mary: I do not need a light. The Lord is my 
ight and my salvation, of whom shall I be 

fraid. He giveth me strength day by day! 
4} Sapphira: (Pityingly) And you would give 
four pennies away! 
) Mary: I would that you, Sapphira, knew the 
joy of giving. I have a light in my soul since I 
Jouched the hem of Christ’s garment. If you 
yut knew the peace and joy that comes into 
ne’s heart from completely accepting the 
aviour! 

Sapphira: But you are becoming foolhardy, 
Mary. 

Mary: (Harnestly) The Saviour said, “It 
s more blessed to give than to receive.” Ah, if 
nly I had more to give. (She leaves, Sapphira 
jollows her to door and stands there while one 
erse of “All for Jesus” is sung backstage. 
Pauses after the song.) 

Sapphira: Ah! Ananias comes at last! (He 
wters cautiously, glances about hurriedly.) 
Ananias: Art thou alone, Sapphira? 

Sapphira: Yes, I am alone. Were you suc- 
fessful? Have you the money? I feared that 
ou had been set upon by robbers. 

Ananias: Ah, no. I was not robbed. It was 
clever deal, Sapphira. More by far than the 
and was worth. Can you believe it? One thou- 
and pieces of gold! (Glances about cautiously 
gain.) Draw the curtains! (Sapphira does so, 
hen Ananias slowly draws bag from beneath 
is robe and places it on the table.) It is ours! 
ll ours! (She does not answer, turns a little, 
zems to be thinking.) I say, do you hear? We 
hall have much honor, my beloved. Why do 
ou not speak? 

Sapphira: (Slowly) Ananias, as I was in the 
arket place today, the names of Barnabas 
nd Joseph were spoken admiringly and in awe. 
fore so even than the rich men who vaunt their 
1any possessions. It will be repeated again 
d again—and travelers will carry the tale to 
jeir own lands. Could we not do likewise; give 
this sum, not all, for I crave riches as well 
3 honor, but a part? 

Ananias: (Admiringly) You are very clever, 
apphira.” And who among them has given as 


! 
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much as two hundred pieces of gold? None! 
What then will be the sensation when we give 
five hundred pieces of gold! Our name will be 
greater than any of the others for our gener- 
osity, and we will yet have a small fortune for 
our own. 

Sapphira: You are very generous, my hus- 
band. It gives me great joy to hear you speak 
thus. None have given such a gift! The widow 
Mary counseled me on the joy of giving this 
evening—let us go on the morrow and present 
our gift even as she is doing. Then will there 
be crowds gathered to see the giving of the 
gifts. 

Ananias: It shall be as you say. (Curtain.) 

Scene II. The table is now center of the 
stage and the three apostles are seated directly 
behind it. Those presenting gifts enter from 
the right and pause half facing both the audi- 
ence and the apostles, leave their gift and pass 
off stage left. 

Two or three pass through before Mary’s 
turn. Peter says to each, “The Lord bless 
you,” then Mary comes. 

Peter: How art thou, Widow Mary? 

Mary: My heart overfloweth because of the 
kindness of my lady. She paid me well. I now 
give my gift to be used to help feed the poor 
and to carry the gospel to others. I can never 
do enough for my Jesus, who healed me of my 
terrible affliction. 

Peter: Blessed art thou, Mary. The Lord 
loveth a cheerful giver. (She passes on.) 

James: Was not that the same widow who 
cast in her mites on the day that Jesus sat with 
us in the temple? 

John: It was the same: Mary, the widow of 
Simon. The Lord said that she gave more than 
they all, because she gave all she had, even 
her living. 

Peter: And yet again she has given all that 
she had. The Lord will bless her abundantly. 

(Ex-lame man enters, stands expectantly. 
Peter appears puzzled but rises.) 

Lame Man: Do you not know me, Peter? 
It was I who could not walk. I lay each day 
at the gate Beautiful. I asked alms of you as 
you passed by into the temple. 

Peter: I remember you; and I said, “Silver 
and gold have I none, but in the name of Jesus, 
arise and walk.” 

Lame Man: And when you and John took 
me by the hand, I received strength in my 
ankles immediately and I not only walked but 
leaped! I will praise God forever and ever! 
(Lays down his gift.) 

Peter: And now God uses you for the saving 
of other souls. 

(Ananias strides in pompously. Peter is still 
standing.) How art thou, Ananias? 

Ananias: The Lord hath blessed me abun- 
dantly. I have disposed of my property at a 
good price. The Holy Sprit hath prompted my 


(Continued on page 444) 
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Op lines 


The Pioneer 


HAVE been getting a good lesson on the 
II pioneer. I have heard about pioneers and 

read about pioneers, but I think I have 
learned more about them lately than I ever 
knew before. 

At my country place I had a spot which was 
unsightly. Since I get some fresh air and exer- 
cise there I decided to handle it myself. I cut 
down a large apple tree. How old it was I do 
not know. I counted rings until my eyes merged 
them into a blur. I soon learned that swinging 
an axe is a good way to rub blisters. The big 
log had to be split. Swinging a maul I buried 
two wedges into the log and then sunk two 
axes after them. To proceed I had to cut out 
a wedge. Eventually the log was split into 
sections that could be handled. 

Then came stones and old roots. There were 
many stones and I removed them all but two 
which were too large to handle without dyna- 
mite. I knew I was the first one ever to turn 
that soil because I had traced the history of the 
place. Eventually it was finished. Had I 
known what I was getting into I believe I 
would not have started it. But with the pio- 
neer task finished I began to philosophize. 

With a hawk overhead, crows making a 
racket, birds singing and the stream making a 
pleasant rippling sound on its way, I medi- 
tated. Many years ago this was forest land, 
noted especially for chestnut. Many dead 
timbers on the mountain still stand as mute 
reminders of what disease can do. Then came 
a pioneer who cleared some of the land and 
made a home. I can still see in the woodland 
the rocks jutting from the soil and covering 
the ground. Stone fences all around the place 
are mute reminders of long hours of toil. Trees 
felled, timber hewn, stumps pulled, a home 
built, all this and more ran through my mind. 

Those pioneers were courageous; they ac- 
complished things. They did not wait for help; 
they helped themselves. They labored; they 
toiled; they builded. And they did it all with 
a purpose in mind. 
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lumens 


Maybe we need some of that pioneer spiri 
today. Maybe we could use some of it in ou 
churches. Maybe we have become too chilc 
centered and are waiting too much for help 
Maybe the pioneer spirit in our churches coul 
help us to build more certainly and surely th 
Kingdom of God in the hearts of men.—W. F 
Siegart. 


Making a Ferry 


E had moored for the night in a peace 
W\ ful little cove on the eastern shore « 
the Chesapeake. On the morrow, at 
time unknown to us, the two-car train woul 
pass through the little fishing village on it 
way to meet the ferry at Love Point. It wa 
to learn the exact time of the train’s departur 
that we followed the oyster-shell road leadin 
up from the shore to the little group of cottage 
which constituted the town. 

One elderly native we met on the way an! 
inquired as to train schedule. 

“Wall naow, jes’ le’me see. When do the 
train git here?” He ran his tanned finger 
through his graying locks. ‘“‘Seem’s like t’me 
she be due ’roun’ eight ten, ’member righ 
Ye’sir, stranger, she be due at eight ten.” 

Leaning against an ancient hitching rail i 
front of the frame post office we found a we: 
tanned youngster all intent upon the antia 
of a couple of colored boys doing a shuffle o 
a dilapidated board walk. He was hailed b 
one of our group. 

“Oh, jes’ up the way a mite.”” He motione 
with his thumb in answer to our query as # 
the location of the depot. 

“What time does she get in?” 

There was no sign of hesitancy. He ar 
swered quickly and turned his eyes back to tk 
two boys whose agile feet slowed to a ha 
at our approach, “Hight forty-five.” 

At the drug store we asked again. 

“Hey, Millie,” the druggist called to som: 
one behind the rear partition. ‘When’s the 
train leave in th’ mornin’ fer Love Point? 
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nd a woman’s voice came back, “Can’t say 
aow, Huck, that I recolleck. Seems like t’ me, 
goes a little after nine, no it’s a little after 
en, ten five or something.” 

The man at the dock who supplied the boat 
ith gas for the auxiliary engine thought it 
as nine twenty-one. In fact he was sure of 
t. The sea-browned fisherman who wanted 
o take us on a “gosh a’mighty good fishing trip” 

the morning, said the train left for the point 
t nine forty and added that it was always on 
ime. 

On the way to the depot in the morning with 
ur mind freighted with uncertainty we stop- 
ed before the creamery and inquired again. 
She ain’t come through yet, neighbor, but she 
as due about twenty minutes ago.” 

We set off up the shell road on the run and 

hen had about twenty minutes to wait before 
he train actually did come. 
I have considerable faith in the conviction 
hat had we made a house to house canvas of 
hat town we would have found no two answers 
like. At that I am not at all certain that the 
ittle two-car train actually has a schedule or 
ven tries to approximate regularity in its oper- 
tion. We were just fortunate enough to be 
here when the train came through to carry us 
n to the ferry which waited for us. 

It was an interesting if uncertain experience 
nd my reactions to it probably would have 
een other than they are, had we missed the 
erry and been brought face to face with such 
eal complications as that would have en- 
ailed. 

For any traveller it is rather comforting to 
ow that contemplated transportation, even of 
o humble a type as ours, gives thought to its 
chedule. Making connections by chance only, 
here no schedule exists, is a hap-hazard and 
nceertain way of travel, just as uncomfortable, 
ust as jeopardous, regardless of which Love 
oint you hope to make in time for the ferry. 


je 


ust Beans 


T is the old, old story, but in a new regalia 
which merits the light of day. 

The two of them sat in my office. Both 
ad come from the flood territory of southern 
hio, one having lost his entire library. 

We were talking of the flood and one of 
hem spoke. The train from the south was 
pproaching the Ohio as the flood waters slowly 
etraced their way back to the banks of the 
iver. Desolation lay everywhere. Passengers 
n the train sat with eyes glued to the windows, 
‘ven then hardly able to believe what they 
aw. 

To one of them the conductor spoke. “I 
vant you to see something in a moment. There 
t is, one of the most unusual freaks of the 


lood.”’ 
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On a siding down near the river stood a 
train of freight cars, some of them of the 
heavy metal box-car type. One particularly 
stood out, for instead of straight trim sides 
it had assumed what appeared to be the shape 
of a tank car, sides and ends rounding. 

“Ja have any idea what caused it to buldge 
like that?” It was the conductor asking. 

“None,” replied the other. 

“Just beans,” was the reply. 

The car had been filled with navy beans 
when the noisome waters crept up on it. 
Swelling in the water they had pushed back 
the retaining walls and ends of the car until 
it was fairly round in shape. 

Just a bean. Just a lowly bean, and others 
like it, had needed more room and pressed 
their huge metal container until they got it. 
It all depends upon the force back of the push 
whether we go places or remain static. 


See 


BULLETIN BOARD SLOGANS 


Every man should be a sun in his own little 
sphere. 

The empty life is always the danger zone. 

War causes us to hate friends and enemies. 

Zeal means fire. 

Did you cause anyone to bless this day for 
having met you? 

You have many brothers; have you helped 
any today? 

Courage to spare can be passed on to an- 
other. 

Will your tomorrow be better than today? 

Friends are made not bought. 

Man is the image of God. 

Some still believe that we can drink our way 
to prosperity. 

Religion exists only in the heart of man. 

It is the preacher’s business to make sinners 
uncomfortable. 

Praying men are courageous men. 

Men’s services sell for what they are worth. 

Worry is more exhausting than work. 

Sermons are not preached from pulpits 
alone. Daily acts are sermons. 

Few men are as good as they pretend to be. 

Preach by your lives; teach by your acts. 

Hard times are made harder by lack of back- 
bone. 

Today’s public heroes are known through 
their mis-deeds. 

Ambition multiplies care. 

Many parents need spanking. 

Satan fills all vacancies promptly. 

Mis-deeds are committed by mis-fits. 

We get by giving. 

Smile at the world and it will smile at you. 

Gifts find their way back in multiplied form. 
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GHUR Ch = VE ante 


Goals and Objectives 


Getting the various organizations of the 
Church together for consideration of “means 
and ways” to achieve a well-formulated pro- 
gram with a definite goal for the year has be- 
come a habit in all progressive Churches. Doing 
this means a Pulling and Pushing Membership; 
not doing it, means a Pulling Minister. Here 
are some pointers offered by Roger Babson, at 
the time he was elected Moderator for the Na- 
tional Council of Congregational-Christian 
Churches: 

“Taymen believe in evangelism and preach- 
ing missions. They are glad to hear ministers 
preach when they are “all excited” about some- 
thing. Such ministers are then inspiring and 
effective. Every minister can do this a few Sun- 
days each year. Laymen, however, are not 
interested in the routine half-hour weekly 
sermon which ministers mechanically produce. 
Laymen believe they can use their time much 
better at home by reading or listening to the 
radio than by attending Church and listening 
to a discouraged minister preach. When you 
see a layman in Church remember he has some 
real trouble and has come to you for guidance 
and courage. 

“One of the common criticisms of laymen is 
what they unjustly call the ministers’ ‘hogging 
of Sunday.’ They refer to taking an hour and 
a half in the middle of the day for the only 
Church Service, thus spoiling the day for other 
things. They feel this is unreasonable and un- 
necessary, especially during summer and fall. 
Laymen believe in the Church and love the 
Church; but they feel that ministers should 
endeavor to adapt the church program to chang- 
ing conditions. ‘Build the ship to suit the pas- 
sengers,’ instead of the reverse. 

““What kind of a Church Sunday proceram 
would laymen like? you may ask. Well, here 
is my guess: Arrange for at least five services 
each Sunday, viz, Early Service at 8 A. M., 
Children’s Church at 9:30 A. M., Formal Serv- 
ice at 11 A. M., Vespers at 5 P. M., and later a 
brief evening Young People’s Service. None of 
these services should exceed one hour. With the 
exception of the 11 A. M. service, one-half hour 
would be a better goal at which to shoot. Then 
count the number of persons who enter the 
Church during the entire day instead of at the 
stated hour in the middle of the day. 
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“Use no written sermons and—except whe: 
especially inspired—limit your talks to 15 min 
utes, repeating the same talk, prayer and Scrir 
ture reading at 8 A. M., 11 A. M. and 5 P. M 
Have familiar hymns, emphasize prayer an 
worship. Be content with a very few people a 
these services: but make an honest attempt t 
help those who do come. Churches having paz 
ish-houses will hold some of the services in th 
living-room of the parish house. Othe 
Churches will remove the rear one-third of thi 
pews, carpet this portion of the auditorium an. 
furnish it with comfortable chairs and sofas, a 
a lounge. Of course each Church has an ind: 
vidual problem. My point is that most Churche 
have a real problem and that this problem ea. 
be solved.” 


An editor adds: 

“Tt is not necessary, to be sure, to accept a. 
the advice given in this message. Some of = 
may sound rather fantastic to you. But, cor 
ing from such a source, it would scarcely & 
wise to ignore what is undoubtedly a rathe 
wide-spread view. We are only deceiving our 
selves if we imagine that some radical change 
in our program are unnecessary. It will k 
particularly fortunate if ministers pay muc 
attention to the idea that laymen are glad t 
hear them preach when they really become ei 
thusiastic and speak as if it were a matter c 
life or death. The injunction to be brief ani 
to the point is also well worth considering, ani 
the arrangement of services at such perioc 
during the day as will be convenient for var’ 
ous groups is undoubtedly a growing deman: 
Moreover, no preacher has a right to minimiz 
the amount of spiritual preparation which - 
absolutely essential if he is to give real guic 
ance and courage to those who come to tk 
House of God.” 

e 
Labor Day 


Labor Day, as a nationally recognized hol! 
day, is only 42 years old. Its celebration we 
given the stamp of national approval by an A¢ 
of Congress in 1894, in which it is officiall 
called “the day celebrated and known as Labor 
Holiday’”’— officially there is no such day 4 
“Labor Day.” But the first Monday in Septen 
ber had been looked on as a holiday for man 
years before its establishment by the Act « 
1894. Its history really began with a parade c 
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he part of the Knights of Labor—the predeces- 
tor of the American Federation of Labor—held 
tn New York City in 1882. It was established as 
vn annual day of celebration for that organiza- 
tion in 1884 on motion of Geo. R. Lloyd, one of 
ts charter members. 
. After much agitation to have the day recog- 
hized by state governments, Colorado eventu- 
lly led the way on March 15, 1887. It thus 
has a longer history than the celebration of 
May 1st by the various Socialist internationals, 
dince that holiday dates only from 1890. It is 
§nteresting to note in this connection, that the 
British Encyclopedia differentiates it in the fol- 
jowing manner from May Ist: “Celebration of 
. he day in the United States differs from that in 
furope in that it is participated in by all 
lasses.” (italics ours). It is surely a particu- 
ar glory of the American heritage that labor 
hould be respected and honored by all classes 
@f society; a tradition that is worth preserving. 
But it is also worthy of note that it has taken 
much time for the holiday to be recognized 
hroughout the Union. As late as 1928 Wyom- 
mg still had not officially accepted the celebra- 
sion of Labor Day. 
h We may be grateful, on Labor Day, for some 
of the changes in factory inspection, regulation 
»f hours of work, protection for employed 
Women and minors, and other reforms which 
the years of Labor Day’s history have wit- 
nessed.—R. O. in The Messenger. 

e 


| 
i 


Work is a privilege coveted by every honest 
sitizen. While conditions of labor are in need 
of constant consideration, as a Nation we 
hould rejoice that living standards, working 
onditions, wages, and personal liberty, even 
or the most under-privileged, are far in ad- 
vance of those achieved anywhere else in the 
vorld. Let us build patiently and intelligently 
m this achievement during the coming genera- 
ions. 


| Roger W. Babson says, “I have not been able 
ible to find a single and useful institution 
hich has not been founded by either an in- 
ensely religious man or by the son of a praying 
ather or a praying mother. I have made this 
tatement before the Chambers of Commerce 
f all the largest cities of the country, and have 
vsked them to bring forward a case that is an 
xception to this rule. Thus far, I have not 
eard of a single one.”—Watchman Examiner. 


the Constitution Adopted 

September 17 is the anniversary of the adop- 
ion of the Constitution of the United States. 
e 

run for The Family 

A book of nearly 300 pages of Puzzles and 
Anagrams, Brain Twisters, Self-Tests, Oral 
james, Pencil and Paper Games, Games of 


ee 
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Action, Games for Special Occasions, Magic 
Tricks, Stunts, ete. The book is edited by 
Jerome S. Meyer, Published by Greenberg, 
New York. $2.00. Get it for your young 
people. 

e 
Why I Don’t Go to Church 

The American Magazine, August issue, de- 

votes four pages to an article by William Corbin 
on the above title. Ministers should read it, 
in order to understand the thinking habits of 
those millions who avoid the Church. Make use 
of the information the article contains, and 
apply it carefully. 

r 


Boys For Sale 

Judge George E. O. Johnson, Chicago, has 
provided some invaluable material for drama- 
tization in his article, “Boys for Sale,” in Lzb- 
erty, August 7. Your Men’s Club or Forum will 
find here some “he-man” material to work on. 
The figures provided, giving the comparative 
cost of supporting a criminal as against train- 
ing a boy in good citizenship, will appeal to the 
common sense of adult Church members. Why 
not get the group together for an evening, and 
start them on working out a dramatic presenta- 
tion of these facts to the community. This is 
“Christian Action” material. 


e 
A Good Citizen 
“Distinguishing Marks of the Good Citizen” 
are, according to Walter E. Myer— 
1. Sympathy 
2. Public Spirit 
3. Constructiveness 
4, Power of Self-criticism 
5. Tolerance 
6. Freedom from Dependency of Symbols 
and Labels 
7. Freedom from Meaningless Prejudices 
8. An Inquiring Mind 
9. A Technique suitable for the acquisition 
of new Knowledge 
10. Historical Perspective 
e 
The Infirm Helpers 


Someone tells the reason for the visit of 
Dwight L. Moody and Ira D. Sankey to Eng- 
land for an evangelistic campaign as follows: 
There were two sisters in London, England, 
who had read of the remarkable way in which 
God had used these two men. They felt that 
their church in particular and the city of 
London as a whole needed them for a while. 
So they prayed fervently each day; the invalid 
sister giving almost all her time to prayer that 
God would open the way for them to come 
to London and start services in their church. 

If one infirm sister can spend enough time 
in prayer to accomplish this end haven’t we 
ministers overlooked an opportunity of enlist- 
ing our infirm members as intercessors for the 
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Kingdom of God. We visit them, this is right 
and proper, to bring them cheer. But have 
we figured how purposeful their lives would 
become if we asked them to pray for us while 
we were preaching. Or try to get them to do 
for our town or city as Samuel did for his 
people; “God forbid that I should sin in neglect- 
ing to pray for you.” 

If we went to the infirm, blind, hard of 
hearing, cripples and talked to them about 
their possibilities of helping us, by their 
prayers and giving them a list of people for 
whom we desire their prayers, do you not 
think that they would be glad to enter into this 
work. We could explain to them the fact that 
it is hard work, as Luther says: “orore est 
labore,’ but very fruitful work—all revivals 
have come through prayer. That there are 
sects in America that spend a certain portion 
of their time doing this for friends and mem- 
bers and they can do as much. So why not 
make a list of people for whom special prayers 
should be offered. Then visit the infirm ones 
and explain your mission and solicit their co- 
operation. If they cannot hear, a letter ex- 
plaining your mission to them will be well re- 
ceived and the request fulfilled. 

An announcement could be made from the 
pulpit or in the church bulletin that you had 
special intercessors that would be glad to 
remember them daily in prayer. That the ones 
who had difficulties could write you—they 
can sign their requests or not—if signed they 
would be kept confidential—and they could be 
assured of daily prayer on their behalf. 

The stewardship of time. These infirm ones 
have plenty of time on their hands. Some 
cannot sleep well at night and part of the 
night might as well be spent in prayer. We 
have preached the stewardship of money but 
only lightly touched the stewardship of time 
and this would make it possible to emphasize 
this aspect of stewardship. 

The reflex action on the infirm would be 
such that it would prove to be good medicine 
for them. The fact that they are praying for 
the salvation of others, or strength for some 
weak one, of wisdom for someone perplexed 
or comfort for a mourner would keep their 
minds off themselves. They would be happy in 
the new consciousness of their worthwhileness. 
While it would avail our churches much, the 
prayers of the righteous availeth much, it 
would keep the intercessors from self pity and 
fill their lives with meaning instead of just 
waiting for their exodus from this world to the 
next. 

Reports could be given them of the testi- 
monies of help through their prayers. 

Here is a fruitful field brethren. 

—Herbert Marsh, D. D. Rockwell, Ia. 


e 
A Church Prospers 


There is a sure way of prosperity. It has 
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never failed, and never can. The followin: 
rules observed by all the members of an: 
church will insure good days. If the chure 
is decaying the decay will soon be arrestec 
If it is standing still it will soon begin to grow 
If it is already flourishing, it will grow mor: 
rapidly. 

1. Attend all services regularly. If possible 
be on time; you need at least five minute: 
after coming in to find a seat, and to compos! 
body and mind for the service. 

2, Never miss a service needlessly. If yo 
have visitors, invite them to go with you 
they will respect you more as a Christian 7 
you are faithful to your duty. 

3. If it rains or snows, make a specie 
effort to go. Our churches stand much i 
need of stormproof religion. 

4. Take part in the service. 
worship, not to be entertained. 

5. Be devout in every attitude; all whispeu 
ing should be studiously avoided. Find thi 
hymn, and sing it if you can; and share thi 
book with your neighbor. 

6. Speak to strangers, and invite them t: 
come again; a hearty handshake will add muc: 
weight to the invitation. 

7. Be friendly to all. Remember han& 
shaking has not gone out of style. A heart) 
Christian greeting means much by way « 
cheer, comfort and encouragement. 

8. Accept gladly any work assigned you. I 
pastor or someone else is struggling under 
load, take hold and help. At least, do not in 
crease the burden. 

9. Always show proper respect for other: 
opinions. Never insist on having your ow’ 
way against the majority. This is an age il 
which majority rules. 

10. Never encourage strife, but be a peace 
maker. Peacemakers, you know, are calles 
“the children of God.” 

11. Avoid gossip as you would an enemy; : 
is one of Satan’s best agents for startini 
church troubles. 

12. Give cheerfully according to your abi! 
ity. The Lord has dealt bountifully with you 
hence you should be liberal to His cause. 

13. Take a church paper. Church member 
should keep posted on the affairs of the: 
church. Your church periodical is your pape 
Take it and keep posted. 

14. Pray for the sick and poor. 
Lord to answer your prayers. 

15. Pray for the pastor. His usefulness wii 
be greatly increased by the daily prayers of ai 
the people. 

16. Pray for some unsaved soul in particu 
lar. Don’t pray at random. Take aim. 

17. Pray, pray, pray! Keep prayed up tl 
date. No Christian should be back in h- 
prayer account. In short, pray, praise, pus 
and keep sweet! 


—Rev. W. B. Atkinson, Ashford, Calif. 


You go t: 


Help tk 
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orship Suggestions 


: 1. Come on time. Late arrivals are hur- 
ied, flustered and hardly in a mood for calm 
jworship. They also miss part of the service, 
hich is planned as a harmonious whole. 

2. Enter the church as soon as you arrive. 
tLoitering and visiting in the narthex is dis- 
tturbing to you and others. 

» 38. Use the prayer printed for your bene- 
Hfit at the head of the announcement sheet. It 
fe help to put you into a worshipful frame of 
ind. 

§ 4. Do not whisper and visit in pews. If you 
thave a few minutes to spare before the sery- 
lice begins, spend them in quiet meditation or 
in perusal of the hymns or psalms or prayers in 
tthe hymn book. 

+ 65. Join heartily in the singing of the hymns 
jand the responsive service. Many of our good 
gpeople seem to be afraid of their own voices 
yor are under the impression that heartiness is 
jundignified. Sing out! 

} 6. Pay attention to the text of the hymns. 
Do not sing only words. Get the sentiment of 
tthe hymns. Learn to appreciate their beauty. 
Use them as a means of personal prayer and 
praise. 

7. Look up the Introit and Collect before- 
thand, as indicated on the announcement sheet. 
ollow the text and thus add to your spiritual 
enjoyment of the service. 

' 8. During the prayers assume a reverent 
attitude and take part. Discipline your wander- 
ing thoughts and form the habit of close at- 
tention. 

9. Give the sermon your undivided atten- 
ion. Listen to the text and follow the develop- 
ment of its treatment. Try to retain its chief 
thoughts. 

10. Discuss the sermon—not the preacher 
in your family circle. Try to find out how 
much the children remember of it. Ascertain 
hat application may be made of it in your 
own circle.—Rev. Paul Lindemann. 

° 


} 


he Church Covenant 


The Covenant entered into between God 
and the Church Member is a most solemn act, 
and the opening of the Church year in Sep- 
ember is a good time to renew the Covenant. 
Many have forgotten their promises, and re- 
stating them will be most encouraging. 

Print the covenant on a separate sheet, so 
that it may be inserted in the front of the 
ymn book and re-read at any time. Assign a 
pecific time in the service to the renewal of 
the Covenant, and ask every member to join. 

e 
Take Time to Pray! 


The great people of the earth today are 


che people who pray—people who take time 


to pray. They have no time. It must be 
taken from something else. That something 
alse is important, pressing, but still less im- 
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portant and pressing than prayer. There are 
people who put prayer first and group the other 
items in life’s schedule around that after 
prayer. These are the people today who are 
doing the most for God in winning souls, in 
solving problems, in awakening churches, in 
supplying both men and money for mission 
posts, in keeping fresh and strong their lives 
far off in sacrificial service on the foreign field, 
where the thickest fighting is going on, and in 
keeping the old earth sweet a little while 
longer.—S. D. Gordon. 

e 
Ten Commandments for Parents 


1. Make it plain unto thy children that 
thou art as interested in their religious wel- 
fare as thou art in their mental and physical 
well-being. 

2. Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto 
thy children in the manner of a slave, lest in 
later years a husband or wife will find it hard 
to please a pampered nature. 

8. Thou shalt win the confidence of thy 
children by good example, and not by unnatu- 
ral pious platitudes about being good boys and 
girls. 

4. Thou shalt have no other purpose before 
this, to create the desire for the best in char- 
acter and a taste for the finer sentiments of 
life itself. 

5. Speak not critically of church and min- 
ister before thine offspring, lest they sit in 
the seat of the scornful toward the church and 
report verbatim your words to the minister 
himself, when invited over for dinner or to 
spend the evening. 

6. Covet for thy children greater oppor- 
tunities than thine, not only in the ways of 
the education or along the lines of modern ad- 
vance, but also for greater vision of religious 
truth and the coming kingdom of the Christ. 

7. Honor every institution, and every pro- 
gram that will contribute to the development 
of a well-rounded life, for verily they will re- 
enforce the efforts of the Christian home. 

8. Thou shalt not put old heads on young 
shoulders, neither shalt thou preserve disci- 
pline for riper years, for if a three-year-old 
cannot be disciplined with grace, how can one 
expect to discipline a child thrice three? 

9. Thou shalt not forget thine own child- 
hood and youth, for if thou hadst worn a halo 
during those early years, thy parents would 
have had thy picture taken as a positive proof 
of thy perfection. Without such evidence, 
take it for granted that thou wert like other 
young people. 

10. Remember thine own mistakes to keep 
thee humble, and also that it is easier to learn 
from the ages of one to thirty than thirty to 
sixty.—Hachange. 

e@ 
Humility Among Leaders 


By a provision in the will of Stephen Girard, 
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no minister of the Gospel is permitted to enter 
the buildings of Girard College, Philadelphia, 
the splendid institution which is maintained 
with the generous bequest of that philanthro- 
pist. This provision, doubtless caused by Mr. 
Girard’s aversion to ecclesiastical dictation, 
does not mean, that religious influences are not 
permitted in the institution. There is a most 
beautiful Chapel, and the presidents of the 
College have been, for the most part, outstand- 
ing Christian laymen, who have seen to it that 
the students come under the proper religious 
influence. 

At the Commencement, Judge Curtis Bok 
warned the graduates that, if there is another 
war, “you undoubtedly will be asked to go 
and do murder in the name of Jesus Christ. 
But if you do go, I hope you will be honest 
enough to renounce Christianity and admit that 
you are pagan. Better still, I hope you won’t go 
at all, for when He told us to love our neigh- 
bors as ourselves, I am quite sure Christ didn’t 
mean to suggest that our only neighbors are 
white, Gentile, Americans who believe in the 
principles of a particular political party.” 

Judge Bok, who spoke in the College Chapel, 
also advised the seniors to concern themselves 
more with getting to the bottom than to the 
top of their businesses or professions. “I do not 
not mean that you should fail,’’ he said, ‘‘T 
mean that you should get to the bottom of your 
job and lose yourself in it. I want to see more 
humility among educated people; more of them 
content to be little—little to the world at 
large, but as great as they can be to the people 
whose lives they touch directly. It is better to 
be loved than to be respected.”—EHvangelical 


Messenger. 
e 


Ministers Must Read 


“Minister must read,” says Lewis O. Hart- 
man, Editor of Zions Herald. “Otherwise they 
are sure to fail in their preaching. But the 
salaries of the large majority are so limited 
as seriously to embarrass them in the purchase 
of books. More than seventy-five years ago a 
group of far-sighted laymen in Boston, facing 
this need, founded an institution to meet it so 
far as New England clergymen are concerned. 
From the General Theological Library, estab- 
lished in 1860, 1,822 ministers of twenty dif- 
ferent denominations last year borrowed a 
total of 18,200 books without cost to them, in- 
asmuch as there are no fees in connection with 
the service and the Library pays the postage 
both ways on all volumes sent to ministers re- 
siding more than twenty miles from Boston. 

“Who can estimate the far-reaching influ- 
ence of this unique institution—the enlarged 
vision, the new information, the fresh inspira- 
tion that comes into the lives of these pro- 
claimers of the ‘good news’ through contact 
with the stimulating minds of the great leaders 
of the past and present? Eighteen thousand 
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two hundred books went into sermons and 
addresses which vitally affected the thinking | 
and doing of uncounted thousands of men, 
women, and children hungry for the bread of 
life. Magnificient strategy for the promotion | 
of the kingdom of God! 

Now comes an encouraging announcement | 
from Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn.: 

“The School of Religion Library of Vander-- 
pilt University has inaugurated a Library Ex-- 
tension Service to the Rural Ministers of the: 
South. This service was made possible through : 
a grant from the Carnegie corporation. 

“Any minister of the South—irrespective: 
of denominational affiliations—who signs the: 
application card, is eligible for the service. An-- 
notated book lists are mailed regularly to all! 
ministers who are active borrowers. Lists on) 
special subjects are complied upon request. 

“Books may be kept for three weeks and are: 
subject for one renewal if not in demand else-- 
where. The only expense to the borrower iss 
return postage. 


e 
New San Francisco Bridge in 16 mm. Sound 


A new single-reel film dealing with the con-- 
struction and gala opening of San Francisco’s 
magnificent new bridge is being offered b 
Bell & Howell Company’s Film Division. 

The film follows the progress of construction 
with remarkably effective and beautiful photog- 
raphy. An intelligent narrative and a musicall 
background add to the interest. The openin 
ceremonies, with many thousands of automo- 
biles racing across the new span in opposites 
directions, and finally the colorful night parade 
in San Francisco, provide a fitting climax. 

e@ 

Many of the evils of life owe their origi 
and continuance to the fact that our knowl- 
edge of them is based on no data whatever. 
Thomas R. Marshall. 

r 

Do little things now; so shall big things com 
to thee by and by, asking to be done.—Persiant 
Proverb. 

@ 
I saw Tomorrow marching by 
On little children’s feet, 
Within their forms and faces read 
Her prophecy complete. 
I saw Tomorrow look at me 
From little children’s eyes; 
And thought how carefully we’d teach, 
If we were wise. 
Author Not Known. 
r 


Communism will be put across, not by Com- 
munists, but by non-communist Aid Societies.: 
—Lenin. 

e 
Every mason in the quarry, 
Every builder on the shore; 
Every woodman in the forest, 


Every boatman at the oar, 
Sawing wood or drawing water, 

Splitting stone or cleaving sod; 
All the dusty ranks of labor— 

In the regiment of God— 
March together toward his temple, 

Do the work his hands prepare, 
Faithful toil is holy service, 

Honest work is praise and prayer. 

—Van Dyke. 
e 


Rural Home-Coming 


“Since this is the Sesquicentennial of the 
raming of the Federal Constitution,’ says 
ev. Maurice A. Wear, Mt. Healthy, Ohio, we 
ooperated with American Tree Association in 
lanting trees to replace those killed during the 
rought of the past two or three years. The 
ssociation issued a certificate showing that 
e had co-operated with them in planting trees. 
“Our Program for Rural Life Sunday was 
hared by two neighboring pastors, the county 
-H club leader, the county farm agent, and 
he executive secretary of our Presbytery. The 
edication of our trees was a part of this pro- 
tam.” 

The Program 

Music—Orchestra. 

Hymn—“This is My Father’s World.” No. 
80. 
Devotional—“The 
hings.” 
Recognition of Organizations 
Group of Songs—Mt. Healthy 4-H Clothing 
lub. 

Discussion Topics— 

1. Why I Like Farm Life. 

2. What Can the Rural Church Offer Young 
eople? 

8. The Rural Church and Our Presbytery. 
Song—“America, the Beautiful.” 

4. The Church and Agriculture. 
Solo—“A Song of the Open Country.” 

5. The Rural Church in American Life. 
Hymn—“Day is Dying in the West.” No. 8. 
(At the close of this hymn all will please pass 
wietly to the church lawn and participate in 
the dedication of the newly planted trees.) 
Hymn—“America.” 

Prayer 

Reading—“Trees” by Joyce Kilmer. 
Pastor—To the honor and glory of God, the 
Sreator and Chancellor of the Universe. 
Congregation—We dedicate these trees. 
Pastor—For the beautification of His temple 
f worship and to provide an inviting retreat 
‘or meditation and prayer. 

Congregation—We dedicate these recom 
Pastor—In memory of past generations who 
ave made sacred this place of worship. 

- Congregation—We dedicate these trees. 
 Pastor—As a living evidence of our faith in 
ur Federal Constitution and in commemoration 
f the Sesquicentennial of its formation. 


Miracle of Growing 
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Congregation—We dedicate these trees. 

Pastor—As evidence to coming generations 
of our faith in the future of THE CHURCH 
and our nation. 

Congregation—We dedicate these trees. 

Prayer of Dedication—Pastor. 

Hymn 

Benediction 


e 
Picture Post Cards of Your Church 


People like picture post cards! Practical 
use was made of this fact by Rev. Herman 
Bielenberg, Oil City, Pa., when he had cards 
made showing a photograph of the Church, 
superimposed on a picture of the Bible. He 
says, ““Our members have eagerly sought them 
to send to friends and neighbors, thus adver- 
tising our Church.” 

Such cards are admirable for reminders to 
absent members, special services, rally plans, 
etc. Rey. Bielenberg adds, “‘The card is meant 
to convey the conviction of our Church that 
the Bible is the only abiding foundation for 
faith and practice; that we build on this book 
exclusively as an all-sufficient rule and guide.” 


A Sit-Down Strike in The Church 


Dr. Halford L. Luccock of Yale University 
in Zions Herald applies to the church what is 
happening in the automobile strike. He says: 
“There is another form of sit-down strike that 
has long been familiar. It is the sit-down strike 
that has been such a paralzying feature of 
church life. A congregation just sits down 
and does no work on its job. That’s all. But 
that is enough to stop the output, block the 
purpose of the church, and make the word of 
God of no effect. In some churches no matter 
how often the congregation sings, “Stand up, 
stand up for Jesus,” that does not break the 
sit-down strike. There is no real standing up 
to the Christian tasks of the community, or 
standing up to the urgent issues of the day. 
The congregation retains a serene poise on its 
cushioned pews. Otfen the preacher wonders 
about his flock, 

On the Rock of Ages founded, 
What can shake their sure repose? 

“In churches it is not, as in factories, so 
much a case of ‘down tools,’ for many have 
never used tools to any great extent. But they 
develop a marvelous capacity to sit and absorb 
with no output in real work. The Congrega- 
tional churches have become deeply concerned 
with what are called ‘zero churches.’ <A ‘zero 
church’ is one that has had no admissions on 
confession of faith for a year. Obviously, such 
a church has had a sit-down strike. But there 
are many other sorts of zero churches—those 
which add up to zero as far as the great posi- 
tive tasks of the kingdom of God are concerned. 
They score zero as far as any vigorous out- 
reach for new lives to be committed to God is 
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concerned; zero as far as any determined 
thrust into the social tasks of the day is con- 
cerned. They have sat down, as immobile as 
the stone statues in a graveyard. 

“Suppose the Christian church had started 
with the sit-down technique. Suppose that 
on the day of Pentecost, with three thousand 
converts to its credit, that first church of Jeru- 
salem had done the type of thinking common 
to many churches today and said, ‘Well, things 
are certainly going well. We’ll have a fine re- 
port at conference. Good crowds. Eloquent 
preaching. Let’s sit down and enjoy it.’ We 
do not have to guess what would have hap- 
pened. We know what happened to many 
branches of the Christian church in the Near 
East. They died—in a sitting posture. No 
missionary passion, no costly adventure—and 
rigor mortis set in. It always does.” Run 
through the book of Acts and notice the lan- 
guage of the various angels when they appear. 
They always say one word—‘Arise.”—The 
Presbyterian Banner. 


Mid-Week Service 


Rey. Albert N. Wolff, pastor of Central 
Presbyterian Church, Waco, Texas, met the 
challenge of diminishing attendance at the 
mid-week prayer meeting with an idea that 
proved popular with his people. Early in the 
present year, when the country experienced 
the worst weather in years, attendance at all 
meeting was seriously affected, and the prayer 
meeting of this church had been reduced to 
an attendance of 8 or 10. The pastor refused 
to be beaten by adverse conditions and devised 
the following plan. 

The congregation was divided into nine 
groups alphabetically. These groups were 
asked to take turns sponsoring the mid-week 
service. From the group, one was selected to 
preside, if possible one to furnish music, two 
or three to discuss topics on the general theme 
for the series, “‘The King and the Kingdom.” 
It was understood that the pastor was to con- 
duct the prayer and sum up the discussion. 
This part of the meeting lasted 45 minutes, the 
service starting promptly at 7:30 p.m. After 
the formal devotional service, a member of the 
group conducted two or three lively games. 
While the games were in progress, a commit- 
tee in the kitchen prepared light refreshments, 
usually cocoa, later tea and wafers. The 
games lasted 35 minutes, refreshments 10 min- 
utes. At 9:00 p. m. promptly, all gathered in 
a circle and repeated the Mizpah benediction. 

This type of meeting was conducted for 
nine weeks, through a trying winter. It inter- 
ested old and young alike, touched about 75% 
of the congregation, brought out much latent 
talent, created a fine social spirit among the 
people, helped all services of the church, fur- 
nished a background that obviously made the 
financial canvass easier, and in no way de- 
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tracted from the devotional spirit of the 
prayer meeting. ; 

When the first meeting was held, it was cold, 
raining, sleeting, and ordinarily no meeting 
could have been held; there were 19 present, 
mostly people who never come to prayer meet- 
ing. Some took part who never take part in 
anything. With no special effort except the 
appeal of the plan itself, after the first night, 
the attendance ran as follows: 28, 25, 32, 35, 
45,40, 40 and 50. Here was an average of 34, | 
or about 8% of the congregation, which 1s: 
usually considered encouraging for any! 
church. An idea that worked! 

°e 


Forenoons and Afternoons 
With many of us life is a monotonous rou-- 
tine with the same daily round and the same? 
daily tasks. It was this monotony that Edward} 
Rowland Sill, with all the skill and simplicity of | 
an accomplished poet, once put into such mem-- 
orable words in his little sextet which he titled | 
“Life.” 
Forenoon and afternoon and night—Forenoon 
And afternoon and night,—Forenoon, and— 
what? 
The empty song repeats itself. No more? 
Yea, that is Life. Make this forenoon sublime, 
This afternoon a psalm, this night a prayer, 
And Time is conquered, and thy crown is won., 
The chief value of this poem, however, lies 
in the eternal significance that the poet at- 
taches to each day as it comes with its manifold 
opportunities for soul culture and spiritual! 
growth. We should be made richer from the 
multitude of experiences through which we 
pass.—Hachange. 


e 
Alcohol and Gasoline 
Readers who have written for information 
on the liquor question will be glad to kno 
they can secure information from Mr. Calder- 
wood, 12th floor, Wesley Temple, Minneapolis,, 
Minnesota. The Boston Herald says, “The evi- 
dence that alcohol and gasoline will not blen 
is fortified by hundreds of thousands of: 
wrecks, mutilations and deaths, but is appar- 
ently not strong enough evidence for man 
motorists. The proof that driving faster tha 
conditions warrant is more often than not 
cause of accidents, needs no new illustrations,; 
but thousands pay no heed to it. Will th 
mortality become so frightful that societys 
will demand speed limit fixtures on cars? Will 
the direct consequences of drunken driving be- 
come so appalling that extreme penalties will 
be applied, and the laws relating to the sale off 
intoxicants be stiffened? Unless the present! 
tendencies are checked, the chances are that 
we shall be compelled to pass regulations which 
will make those of the present seem very mild.’ 
@ 
A Dramatic Message for Every Pastor 
“That Power Was Mine” is the title of an 
article in a former issue of Redbook, by Gover- 
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nor Moore of New Jersey. The article has 
a message for every thinking pastor and 
parent who appeal to an executive for clem- 
ency in carrying out court sentences. 

“To know the date of one’s birth is not un- 
usual, but to know the day and hour of one’s 
death is reserved for those who die by law. To 
contemplate the approach of that day and hour 
is not, as a rule, fraught with cheerful antici- 
pation. 

“The chaplain pleaded with me,” said the 
Governor, ‘to grant a final hearing to the 
mother of a condemned youth. He said she 
had exhausted every means in an effort to save 
him, and now his fate was in my hands; I alone 
could grant a reprieve. She would not feel 
satisfied, he continued, unless she had made 
this last effort. 

“She entered the room bent and sobbing, as 
only a broken-hearted mother can sob; and as 
I arose to receive her, she threw herself upon 
the floor, and lying prone at my feet, she 
clasped her arms about my legs and in a voice 
quivering with emotion, cried over and over 
again: ‘Please, Governor, please save my boy!’ 
Kneeling beside her, the chaplain audibly 
prayed that God might fill my heart with 
mercy—while the prayer I needed most was 
that I might have the courage to do the will of 
the people as expressed by their representa- 
tives, and to uphold the traditions of Jersey 
justice. 

“As the chaplain intoned his prayer, I re- 


membered those words I had often recited as 
a boy: ‘The quality of mercy is not strained; 
it droppeth as the gentle rain from Heaven.’ 
But all at once another scene was pictured be- 
for me. I saw an office with a number of 
clerks busy about their tasks. Suddenly the 
door flies open. A young man enters with a 
gun in his hand; several other young men fol- 
low him. The one with the gun shouts out: 
‘Stick ’em up!’ Instantly all the clerks raise 
their hands except one, the office-boy; and he, 
with the spirit of a Crusader of old, launches 
his strong, young body at the gunman, only to 
be met with a bullet which sends him stagger- 
ing to the floor. But he is only wounded; he 
raises himself—whereupon the gunman with a 
sardonic smile steps over to him and pumps 
three more bullets into the boy’s body, and his 
noble soul goes to its reward. He is dead 
—the sole support of his mother, who comes 
and takes his poor bullet-ridden body to its 
final resting: place. 

“T stoop down and raise the woman to her 
feet; I order the chaplain to cease praying 
and stand up; and then I say: ‘I’m sorry, but 
your boy must pay the price.’ 

“ “Save my boy!’ is a ery which I have often 
heard; but I am persuaded that that particular 
job is committed to the parents when a child 
is born; and wise indeed are they, if they en- 
list the powerful and effective assistance of 
the church or the synagogue in the perform- 
ance of their task.” 
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ARS ikem cepa 
TODAY AND 


Labor Day 


Usk eS 


TOMORROW 


C. IRVING BENSON 


Text. Phil. 4:11. “Not that I speak im repect 
of want; for I have learned, in whatsoever 
state I am, therein to be content.” 


O many people live and yet somehow miss 
S life. The peril of proximity is to over- 

look the obvious. It is almost entirely 
our own fault if we are not happy, for happi- 
ness is an attitude to life. Unless we find the 
Blue Bird within our own picket fence we 
shall never find it though we roam the five 
continents and sail the seven seas. 

I am not sure that I want to be contented— 
it all depends upon what you mean by con- 
tentment. For contentment may be commend- 
able or contemptible. There is the content- 
ment of the man who is little more than a 
human cabbage. There is the contentment of a 
dog basking in the sunshine with a juicy bone 
between his paws. There is the contentment 
of the eow with expressionless eyes—a per- 
fect picture of animal contentment. There is 
a contentment in human life which is not very 
unlike the contentment of a cow. So long as 
there is enough food and clothing, it is satis- 
fied. There is the contentment of stupidity 
and idleness, the want of aspiration, the lack 
of enterprise. There is the contentment of in- 
competency, dull and ambitionless, which lacks 
the inclination to attempt, the energy to 
achieve, the soul to enjoy. From such con- 
tentment may the good Lord deliver us. 


Fatal Self-satisfaction 

Dr. Haggage, to whom Dickens introduces 
us in Little Dorrit, became a prisoner. He was 
content to be in jail, because there was no 
knocker there to be hammered at by creditors 
and bring a man’s heart into his mouth. ‘‘Else- 
where,” he told Mr. Dorrit, “people are rest- 
less, worried, hurried about, anxious respecting 
one thing, anxious respecting another. Noth- 
ing of the kind here, sir. We have done with 
all that—we know the worst of it; we have got 
to the bottom, we can’t fall, and what have we 
found? Peace, That’s the word for it, Peace.” 

Contentment with one’s self is a thing to be 
dreaded. Self-satisfaction is fatal. All civiliza- 
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tion, progress and reform are born of dissatis- 
faction. As soon as the savage feels the senses 
of want, he has started on the track which leads; 
up from the jungle. The history of constitu- 
tional government is the history of a noble 
discontent. This discontent which sees vis- 
ions strives to make them actual. 

Anyone who can look out on the world as it 
is today and be satisfied must have either 
hard heart or a soft head—or both. 


The Will to Happiness 

And yet, having said all this—we ought toa 
be happier than we are, and we can be if we wil. 
to have itso. Most of us hope to enjoy life be+ 
fore we graduate into immortality. 

Contentment is not in the pocket nor eve 
in good health, but in our mental attitude tc 
our surroundings and in making the best. of 
our lot. 

A penny held close to the eye blots out the 
sun. And the thing we want, worry about 
dwell upon, shuts out of view a whole world ot 
things that are full of light and joy and beauty} 
We can magnify our wants to the disparage 
ment of our possessions. 


Tyrant Covetousness 

There was Ahab who never saw the pink ana 
white perfume-laden blossom on the trees in 
his orchard, and couldn’t enjoy the lucious frui# 
of it because just over the wall were a fe 
acres which Naboth wouldn’t sell to him. 

Paul was a great human, and that has mad 
him helpful. He says, in writing to his friend: 
at Phillipi, ‘I have learned in whatsoever state 
I am therein to be content.”’? There is an emt 
phasis on the first three words—“I have 
learned” —suggesting a gradual acquiring. Hii! 
contentment was not a natural endowment, no¢ 
did he attain itat abound. He had to learn th: 
art by effort and exercise and so he mention: 
the result with a note of triumph as a signi 
cant achievement. 


A Letter from Jail 


We are naturally curious to know somethin; 
of the condition of a man who professes to hav? 


found the secret of contentment. As a matter 
of fact, he was writing from the prison at 
Rome. He does not suggest that it is a matter 
of indifference to him whether he is in a Roman 
prison or among his friends at Phillipi. He 
does not say that he is just as pleased with one 
as the other. He is not seeking to impress 
them with that fact, because it was not a fact. 
He simply says this: “I have been initiated and 
I have learned a great secret. I know how to 
bear all circumstances without ceasing to be a 
man.”’ 

No one can read the letters of Paul without 
seeing that he was a man with an ambitious 
and energetic mind; always planning new cam- 
paigns. His contentment was no base inertia, 
no dull satisfaction with things as they are, no 
weak acquiescence in fate. His was the true 
self-sufficiency; he held within himself the 
secret of invincible confidence. 


Mental Attitudes ; 

What was it John Kable sang? 

“Old friends, old scenes will lovelier be. 

As more of heaven in each we see.” 

It all depends on our attitude of mind. A 
lovely child of wealthy parents was one day 
brought to the poet-artist, Blake. Sitting in his 
old worn clothes amidst poverty, he looked at 
her very kindly for a long while without speak- 
ing, and then, gently stroking her long bright 
curls, said: ““May God make this world to you, 
my child, as beautiful as it has been to me.” 
In Bunhill Fields, I stood by the pauper grave 
in which they buried him, but no man is a 


pauper who has an invincible soul like William 
Blake. 


Without contentment nothing will please us. 
Trying to make a discontented man happy is 
like trying to fill a sieve with water. 


We must keep our tastes simple. The most 
exquisite pleasures are quite inexpensive. It 
is almost entirely our own fault if we are not 
happy, for happiness is a cast of mind. Jesus 
was poor, having not where to lay His head, 
but no one ever spoke so royally about “my 
joy” and ‘‘my peace.”’ 


Discontent is Within 

A good deal of our misery is like that of the 
little girl who wanted it to be Christmas every 
day. Success cannot come to everybody, nor 
can everybody keep his health; but content- 
ment is within everybody’s grasp, whether he is 
successful or not; even whether he is healthy 
or not. 

The real discontent is within ourselves, not 
in our circumstances. We seek the causes out- 
side ourselves, but really the origin of life’s 
vast disappointment is in the unsatisfied soul. 
The soul was made for God, and can never be 
at rest until it ‘“‘confides in Him.” There can 
be no happiness while man’s deep, inextinguish- 
able need of God goes unsatisfied. 

“T have learned,” said Paul, ‘in whatsoever 
state I am therein to be content.” That is an 
attainment worth striving for, and our lives 
will be happier if we can say, ‘‘I am learning.” 


—Melbourne Herald. 


DO THYSELF NO HARM 


J. VERNON JACOBS 


in old Philippi. As two strange prisoners, 

with bleeding backs, were singing songs 
to an unknown God of a distant country, there 
came the first tremble of a mighty earthquake. 
Prison doors were broken, and stocks that 
bound aching legs were torn asunder. Cries 
rang out through the night air and brave hearts 
trembled. Death was making a call! 

The keeper of the prison, roused from his 
slumbers by this unnatural phenomenon, hur- 
ried to his place of duty, and saw the broken 
doors. Without a doubt the prisoners had 
escaped, and this created a grave problem. It 
meant disgrace, and more than likely his life 
would be the forfeit. But he could not stand to 
think of the humiliation that awaited him. He 
would beat them to it—he would take his own 
life. And drawing his sword he was about to 
commit suicide, when a voice called out, “Do 


if was midnight when bedlam broke loose 
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thyself no harm, for we are all here.” 

The practice of suicide has been a common 
one from the earliest ages of man. It has been 
resorted to in all lands, and in pagan countries 
has been looked upon as an honorable escape 
from a dishonorable experience. In China crimi- 
nals were permitted as a special act of grace 
to take their own lives, and it is only in recent 
years that “hari kari” has been forbidden in 
Japan. In other cases it has been looked upon 
as an act of devotion, such as the throwing of 
one’s self beneath the wheels of the Jugger- 
naut, or the burning on the funeral pyres of 
dead husbands in India. 

Here in America from 20,000 to 30,000 are 
finding life unbearable each year, and feel that 
the only solution to their problems is suicide. 
But is suicide a solution, and does the taking of 
one’s life solve anything in particular? Thou- 
sands say, “This is the end,” but is it the end? 
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Or is it just merely “jumping from the frying 
pan into the fire?” 


The Causes of Suicide 

What are the causes of this great slaughter 
that is going on daily all about us? To arrive 
at any satisfactory sort of' solution, it is neces- 
sary to know why people are ready to hurl them- 
selves out of this life before their time. 


1—Disgrace. With the increase of crime and 
loose morals, there are thousands who find 
themselves facing disgrace. In some cases sui- 
cide makes possible the disgrace never be- 
coming publicly known, while in other cases, 
when the individual is having to face the 
shame of exposure, and possible prison sen- 
tence, the humiliation becomes unbearable, and 
death offers a means of escape. 


2Loss of Possessions. The recent depres- 
sion brought in its wake a wave of suicides. 
Men who had counted their money in millions 
found themselves facing ruin and poverty, and 
pride found the suffering too great. There is 
one instance of where a man found that he was 
only worth a mere $25,000, and jumped out 
of a skyscraper to his doom. Others, of more 
modest means, have seen the savings of a life- 
time swept away, and knowing that they were 
too old to start over again, and would have to 
be dependent on public charity, felt that life 
was not worth continuing. . 


3—Home Troubles. The quarreling of hus- 
band and wife, enhanced by the use of liquor, 
and suspected disloyalty, often ends in murder 
and suicide. 


4—Ill Health. Frequently there are people 
who find themselves in the grip of some in- 
curable disease, or helplessly crippled through 
accident. They find their suffering more than 
they can bear, and are unwilling to be a burden 
on others for years. These are tempted to take 
an overdose of medicine, or perhaps intention- 
ally to forget to take some needed remedy. 


5—Disappointment in Love. Occasionally 
there is a young person who is so completely 
fascinated by another that he turns to suicide 
rather than lose her. Sometimes there are boy- 
girl suicide pacts, when they find that marriage, 
for them, is impossible. In rare cases, suicide 
follows the death of a sweetheart or wedded 
mate, the individual being unwilling to wait 
for many years to rejoin the one who has gone. 


6—Bad Habits. It is a common occurrence to 
hear of suicide on the part of those who find 
themselves becoming slaves to habits that ruin 
their lives and happiness. 


7—Sophistication. Suicides commonly leave 
notes in which they explain that they are bored 
with life. They have gone the rounds of human 
experience, and there are no new thrills left. 
Life has gone stale, and becomes increasingly 
distasteful. There is nothing worth living for, 
so they will leave it all behind. 
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8—Insanity. The newspapers in recent 
months have carried stories of a young mani 
and a young woman, in different parts of the 
country, who have committeed suicide because 
of wanting to know what death was like, and to 
experience a new sort of thrill. This may, or: 
may not, have been the real reason for their 
demise, but apparently there are cases where 
death has a great fascination for a person. This 
is not natural, and you may be reasonably sure 
that a type of insanity is present, for sane 
people do not want to leave this life before their 
time, even though they are prepared to go. 

Insanity, itself, is often a cause of suicide. 
This is true where people know that it runs in 
their family, and signs of mental disintegratiom 
are beginning to. appear. Rather than go 
through with the experience that some people 
do, they bring life to an end by their own hands. 


9—Other Causes. There are hundreds off 
others causes given, many of them trivial, and 
intended to hide the real reason. Cowardice. 
ridicule, laziness, gossip, etc., are prominent im 
this list. 


Atheistic Philosophy 

What is back of the readiness of people tc 
thus end their lives? By what kind of reason- 
ing do they justify the act? It is the philosophy 
of paganism and atheism. When men come ta 
accept the theory of evolution, and that we are 
only educated animals, it doesn’t take very 
much rationalizing to arrive at the conclusiom 
that when we die, we die like the beasts. Thus: 
death, is just like the going out of a light, or a 
sort of dreamless sleep from which there is na 
awaking. Atheistic materialism and “human- 
ism” make consciousness merely a product of 
the brain, and conduct as merely a group of 
conditioned reflexes. To such advocates, there 
is no life beyond the grave, no Judge and time 
of accounting, and suicide thus becomes an es- 
cape mechanism for those who make a mess of 
things here. 

But because a man says there is no hereaftex 
doesn’t make it so, and suicide, instead of prov- 
ing to be a solution to the hard problems of life: 
actually solves nothing. One the other hand, in- 
stead of helping, it actually makes things worse: 
If a man is facing disgrace, it is an act ot 
cowardice to flee this life, and leave relatives 
and friends to share his shame alone. If there 
has been the loss of possessions, and a mar 
finds he cannot take care of his family, it 
doesn’t solve their problem for him to quit this 
life and leave a widow and helpless children tc 
fight a losing battle without his aid. If a man 
seeks a release from quarreling, bad habits, dis: 
appointment, etc., by resorting to suicide, he 
hasn’t proved anything to the world except how 
big a fool he was, and that he didn’t have the 
courage to play the part of a man. There i: 
also the suspicion that is left in the minds o: 
people, that perhaps there were deeper reasons 
for the act than appeared on the surface, anc 


Expositor © Homiletic Review—Se ptember, 193; 


stigma becomes attached to the character 
hich cannot be cleared. 

The Bible teaches specifically, “Thou shalt 
t kill,” and this applies to self as well as to 
hers. What, then, is to be gained by hurling 
e’s self out into eternity by an act of murder, 
be numbered with the multitude of lost souls? 
life has seemed unbearable here, it is going 
be ten times more unbearable in hell—and 
ere isn’t any escape from that place! Better 
ink twice before you committ suicide, for 
ere is no undoing the wrong that is done. 
icide offers no chance to clear up a name 
at has scandal attached to it, no chance to 
ght wrongs that may have been committed, 
d no chance to get right with God. Suicide 
n’t the way out of your trouble—it is “out of 
e frying pan into the fire!” 


hat To Do 

The words of Paul to that Roman jailor, “Do 
yself no harm,” come ringing down through 
e years. Both body and soul are sacred, and 
ould be preserved, and ways out of trouble 
e provided. What should one do when life 
ems unbearable? 


1—Go to God. Tell Him your troubles, and 
sure that He has a listening ear. He cares 
r His children, sympathizes with them, and 
Ips them when they will let Him. If there has 
en sin on your part, ask forgiveness, and 
mmit your life unto God. Promise Him obedi- 
ce and loyal service. Let Him know that you 
eon His side. You will be surprised at the 
lease which will come to a burdened spirit, 
d you will find if you do your part, ways will 
en up which you did not expect. Do not ex- 
t, however, to escape the penalties of wrong- 
ing here in this life. God will forgive your 


ext: “We train everyone and teach everyone 
the full scope of the knowledge in order to 
set everyone before God mature in Christ.” 
—Colossians 1:28 (Moffat’s Translation.) 


AUL, author of our text, was determined 
to express and impart the full scope of 
the Gospel. “I labor for that end, striv- 
g.” “Striving? Yes, I want you to under- 
and my deep concern for you and for those 
t Laodicea, for all who have never seen my 
ce. May their hearts be encouraged. May 
ey learn the meaning of love.” 

The learning of the meaning of love. Here is 
program worthy of our striving. As teachers 
nd learners. “May they have all the wealth 
f conviction that comes from insight.” Here 
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sin, but nature will take its toll if the body has 
been abused, and the law will demand its due if 
civil rights have been violated. But He will help 
you to be a real man in the future, and accept 
you at the end of life, if you have been true. 

2—Go to your minister and other friends who 
are interested in you. The minister, in particu- 
lar, has the burdens of his people constantly be- 
fore him, and the chances are your case will be 
no different than others. You won’t shock him 
by what you have to say, and you may be sure 
it will be kept in strictest confidence. He will 
advise you personally, and may refer you to 
those who can be even more helpful in your par- 
ticular case. If you can convince Christian 
people that you are ready to do the right thing, 
you can count on their assistance and help. 

38—Build up good health. Most people who 
think in terms of suicide need medical attention. 
A run down body is sure to lead to despondency, 
and mole-hills become veritable mountains. The 
world will look brighter with a strong body, 
and many of your troubles will vanish. Maybe 
you should change doctors, or try another cli- 
mate. Certainly a change of surroundings will 
help. 

4—If you have made a bad name for yourself, 
move to a distant community and start out life 
anew. Bury the past, and live unto the future. 
The world has had millions of Jean Valjeans 
and there will ever be more of them. It isn’t 
too late for you to begin over, for you have an 
eternity of life ahead of you. Peter denied the 
Lord and disgraced himself, but he asked for- 
giveness and started over. Judas betrayed the 
Lord and committed suicide. Peter became a 
great apostle; Judas could have been but for his 
foolish act. Will you play the part of Peter or 
Judas? Do thyself no harm! 


HEAD TO HEAD 


RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 


is a prayer for our preparation for preaching 
and teaching. 

We ministers usually define a personal inter- 
view as a “Heart to Heart Talk.” It is that— 
and it is more than that. 


Religion is. a triology of Head, Heart, Hand. 
It must first be intellectual, logical, practical. 
But if the heart is not in it and one is engaged 
merely in philosophical and metaphysical inter- 
pretations, religion is cold, like granite, de- 
tached, impersonal. A petrified forest is a curi- 
osity not an ideal. But religion as an emotional 
experience is also null and void. The doctrine 
must become incarnated, the Word must become 
flesh, take the highways and byways, establish 
contacts, be its brother’s brother, not live and 
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let live, but live and help live. Religion must 


be that. 


In other words, religion must reach every 
area of man’s being. It must be related to all 
of life. It must impart the full scope of the 
Gospel. Denominational tradition and ecclesi- 
astical background, of course. Impressive 
ritual and picturesque ceremony, naturally. 
But ritual and ceremony are a means to an 
end. They cannot serve as end. They are 
used to suggest, make one think, inspire. A 
stained glass Christ in a memorial window has 
its own psychology. On the other hand, Christ, 
alive, made reproductive, operative, in the 
life of a disciple solves our social problems, 
dignifies our politics, raises the standard. 
Either a man is religious in every sense of the 
word or he is not religious. 


Religion may be practiced everywhere. It 
is given for that purpose. It is meant to be 
used, every day. The God of the hills is also 
the God of the valleys. The God of the sanctu- 
ary is also the God of the factory. The God 
of Sunday is also the God of Monday—and 
all the week-days. Our God is for our joys 
and for our sorrows, but our defeats and 
triumphs are often godless. There is a Up- 
town God and there is a Downtown God. “‘This 
is a beautiful doctrine but it will not work.” 
That is what you think. Why won’t it work? 
The fact is that it has got to work. It is so 
easy to fall under the spell of the hills. I for 
one can get a “‘kick” out of the lowlands, the 
plains, the valleys. There men toil, suffer, 
sacrifice, strive to make good. It is a real 
adventure. 


“Where cross the crowded ways of life.” 
Stand on the street corner, at morning or noon 
or evening and see the multitudes milling about 
in mart and shop, office and store. Here are a 
thousand problems—nay thousands. As many 
as there are persons and no two alike. Has 
the Church an answer for all the questions 
that crowd the hearts and minds of the popu- 
lace? 

The maker of this sermon has known many 
who would not dream of breaking the Com- 
mandments. Nevertheless they were rather 
annoying to their fellow men as they pursued 
their selfish interests and constantly looked 
out for Number One. In a group of men, one 
may want to turn on the radio when the others 
want to read and study and think. It seems 
like a small matter but nothing is a small 


matter when it interferes with the peace, co 
fort, rights of another. I am playing checke 
and I am playing a noisy tatoo with the piec 
while my opponent plans his move. Trivie 
Not so. Our conduct in the narrower re 
tions of life determines our conduct in t 
wider circles. Once there was a man w 
knew the poets. Very commendable. But r 
when, at all times, without regard to place 
function he insisted to quote and recite. O 
may not be in the mood for poetry—always. 

Many men are not as good as their religi 
but most men are better than their theolog 
Religion is the revelation of God to me 
Theology is what man says about that reve 
tion. If revelation is limited to the intellectv 
preparation of its recipients, there is still | 
argument for a pedagogy of religion. Religio 
pedagogy is a method, a technique of raisi 
man to the level of revelation. It works fre 
the bottom up. When you try to bring religi 
down to the level of man you present a far 
a comedy of errors, a burlesque of the sublin 

Our ideas of what is right or wrong abo 
this sect or that cult should not neutralize 
score of things which are perfectly obviot1 
namely, our attitude toward justice, mer 
tolerance. Religion should provide us with 
fine sense of the niceties of life, the soc 
amenities, the position of others. Every in 
vidual owes this to every other individual. 
may not agree with the views of the oth 
person, but when I am sure of my stand, the 
are the virtues of patience and kindness @ 
persuasion by precept and examples. 

When I have learned the meaning of lo 
I should experience no difficulty in teaching 
to those with whom I have contact. 

As a final word: There is nothing finer th 
a teachable spirit, an open mind. In the le 
analysis we are all saying the same thing, b 
we are all saying it differently. ‘Each in } 
own tongue.” There is not a philosophy of li 
that cannot be helpful. We learn—sometim 
how to do, sometimes how not to do. Eve 
denomination—every denomination—has mat 
is making, a most definite contribution towa 
a better civilization. In this statement we i 
clude the mistakes with the right answe 
“Toward a better understanding” individual 
collectively, in groups and among persons, 
order to understand the ‘full scope of t 
knowledge, in order to set everyone befo 
God mature in Christ’’— that is our noblest ge 
ture, our fondest dream, our greatest hoy 


a) 
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Vithout me ye can do nothing.” John 15:5. 


N acorn rightly related to the rest of the 
universe becomes an oak tree. But an 
acorn by itself never becomes anything 
tan acorn. The power of the universe must 
w through it before it can grow. In other 
rds Joyce Kilmer is right, 

“Poems are made by fools like me, 

But only God can make a tree.” 
A man rightly related to the universe may 
come all that a man can be. But a man 
ut off from God loses his potentiality of 
eatness and goodness. 
What do you want from life? Why, you 
nt happiness, peace, security, contentment, 
wer, love. God wants these same things for 
u, and He alone has the power to bestow 
em. If you lack them, it is because you have 
ut yourself off from divine power that can 
w through human personality. There are 
rtain things that block our access to this 
wer. 


ar Blocks Access To Power 
Oftentimes it is fear that blocks our access 
power. “Conscience doth make cowards of 
s all,” and when conscience has made us 
raid we cannot lay hold upon power. We 
ar the past. It grips us and declares that 
e are its bondsmen. But it lies. It cannot 
Id us, if we refuse to let it. Nothing done 
the past is fatal to our present or our future 
less we let it be. There’s always a new day 
nd another chance. We can do as Oliver 
endell Holmes urges, 
“Leave thy low vaulted past; 
Let each new temple, nobler than the 
last, 
Shut thee from heaven with a dome more 
vast 
Till thou at length art free; 
Leaving thine outgrown shell by life’s 
unresting sea.”’ 
We fear the future. But we need not. True 
‘e cannot peer into its record nor know what 
will bring for us. But why should we? Isn’t 
, sufficient that we have today, today with its 
pportunities, today with its sufficiency for our 
mmediate needs. The same power that has 
rought us thus far will not fail tomorrow. 
Many of us clutch the little because we 
sar to reach out for the more. Such fear 
1ust be banished if we would have power. 


‘wilure to Use Present Power Blocks Access to 


‘ower 
We cannot gain more power until we begin 
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Time SECRET @F POWER 


TALMAGE C. JOHNSON 


to utilize the power that we now have. The 
child who undertook to conserve all his strength 
to use it in maturity would soon find his 
strength slipping away from him. “I can’t’ is 
the cry of failure. “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengtheneth me” is the shout of 
triumph. But is it true? It is if we take one 
step at a time; use whatever power is now 
ours. Achievement is growth for both trees 
and men. 


Do you want a better job, a nobler environ- 
ment, bigger business, deeper friendships, 
truer loves? Of course you do. Then you must 
make the best of what you have now. No man 
ever was promoted to a better job who despised 
the job he had and refused to perform its 
duties to the best of his ability. No man ever 
developed a large business who was not en- 
thusiastic over its small beginnings. No per- 
son ever obtained loyal, faithful friends or 
deep and abiding loves who did not cherish and 
nurture them. 


Jesus once said to Simon Peter, “Thou shalt 
follow me hereafter.’’ And in saying that he 
meant to teach Peter that his present relation- 
ship with the Master was to grow and become 
even more potent in his life. Whatever power 
you now have must be used if you expect to 
gain access to more power. 


Failure to Surrender Our Wills to God’s Will 
Blocks Access to Power. 

Granted that deep within our own hearts 
we all want exactly what God wants for us, it 
remains true that we want to obtain it in our 
way. You remember the story of Jacob. He 
wanted a good thing, a spiritual birth-right. 
God wanted it for him, and promised it to him. 
But Jacob could not wait for God to bring it to 
him. He lied and practiced deceit to obtain 
it, and when he had so obtained it in terror of 
his life he fled away. Years later he paid the 
penalty when his own children practiced on him 
cruel deceit. 

If the acorn could talk to itself, it might 
say something like this: “I want to grow into 
a giant oak of the forest. But I do not like 
the darkness of the ground. I do not like the 
rains and the winds. I shall shed them off and 
grow here within myself as I see fit.” Thus it 
could never become what it was meant to be- 
come. 

Now human beings do act thusly. Happiness, 
they want. But it must be happiness attained 
in their own way. Peace, they want. But the 
ways they seek it have within them its nega- 
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tion. Love, they want. But in the seeking of 
love they render themselves unfit for love. 

The swimmer surrenders himself to the 
water and so floats upon it or plows his way 
through it. Only thus can he swim, by sur- 
rendering to its power. So must men who 
would have power surrender themselves to 
that power, obey its laws, and keep themselves 
within its stream. That in the terminology of 
religion means surrender to God’s will. 

I stood by the great oak tree, underneath 
its wide extending branches. I marvelled at 
the power that can lift through its limbs hun- 
dreds of gallons of water. I thought of the 
insignificant acorn from which it came. 

And so I said: “Great Oak, tell me how you 
did it. From whence came your strength and 
power.” 

And the oak replied: “Oh, Man, I am what 
I am because I stand in the stream of the 
universe, utilizing the power of the universe. 
I did not make myself. God made me. And 
through you can flow that same power, making 
you not an oak tree, but what is more marvel- 
ous still, A MAN.” 

And something within myself spoke again 
and said: ‘“‘Have you failed? Still it is not too 
late. Unlike an acorn or a tree men can begin 
again.” And I walked away whispering to 
myself, 

“Poems are made by fools life me; 
But only God can make a tree.” ... or 


a man. 
e 


JHUPN ROME PIB PPE 


MUSIC IN THE AIR 


(Speaker have several musical instruments 
on desk, at proper time have boy or girl who 
knows how to play produce short tune. Also 
have someone who cannot play, produce notes.) 


Who can name these instruments for us? 
(Allow time for answers to each question.) 
What are they for? Is this one hard to play? 
How do you know? How long does it take to 
learn to play a little? To play well? How do 
we learn to play an instrument? Why bother 
about anything that takes so much time and 
energy? 

Schools are just opening, and many of us 
have just started back to Sunday School, and we 
find that most everything we want to do when 
we grow up takes time and much patience to 
learn. Is it worthwhile? Would you encour- 
age a girl or boy in getting good grades at 
school, or would you tell him to quit and ex- 
pect to do just as well without going to school? 
If you knew of a girl or boy who was not get- 
ting the chance to learn anything at school, 
would you try to get them to attend, so they 
would have a better chance? 
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Suppose James plays a little tune for us 
this instrument, (allow time for tune), and tl 
we ask Dorothy to play it. You say she ca 
play? What of it? What difference does t 
make? When you listen to James playing, ¢ 
then listen to Dorothy, you have a fine exam 
of what happens in life all around us. Here 
have a boy who can play according to 1 
rules, and we like to listen to him. It is ent 
taining and a pleasure. We don’t like to list 
to someone who don’t know the rules, and p 
duces all sorts of discords and screechings 


Everything in life has its rules, and if 
follow them, everything goes well; if 
haven’t taken time to learn them, and try 
play anyway, we produce trouble for o 
selves and everyone else. This holds good: 
everything we do. Some rules of life we lez 
from our parents, some in schools, and so: 
in Sunday School and Church. The rules ¢ 
all important, if we want to be happy and si 
cessful. The most important ones are thi 
which govern all our decisions. These ru 
we learn from the Bible, just as they we 
given to us by Jesus Christ, when he lived 
earth. From Him we learn about being hone 
being thoughtful of others, being kind, bei 
willing to give a point here and there when © 
might prefer to hold our own, being willing 
give up for others a portion of what we cla 
as our own. In addition, we learn why we 
here on this earth, what we are expected 
learn here, and why we can look forward tc 
life of greater service in a later life. 


Some people think they can play at tl 
without any practice, and without knowing t 
rules, and they are the ones who produce t 
trouble and the discords. Let me show y 
how it goes again. (Produce some discord. 
A person who steals, or gets drunk, or us 
money that should be used for food, or a pers 
who keeps as his own what should be given 
those who work for him, or a person who te 
lies about others and spoils their lives— 
these are people who are producing discor 
in life. They have not taken the trouble 
learn the rules of life, and they make othe 
unhappy, as well as themselves. 


In the Bible we read that Jesus said, “I « 
with you always,” and he will be if we ] 
him, by learning the rules and sticking | 
them. Rules of life are not easy to learn, a 
more than playing these instruments is easy 
learn, but in the end it is worthwhile. Now 
the time for us to decide whether we are gol 
to stick to the job of learning how to live. ( 
Sundays we have a chance to learn some n¢ 
rules, and on week days we practice those 1 
learn on Sundays. If we keep on practicin 
there will be a time when we shall play so th 
everyone who deals with us, or knows us, w 
be made happy and contented. Discords in li 
are only for those too lazy or stupid to lea 
how to play according to the rules. 


ee ee 
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NPAID ACCOUNTS 


Speaker exhibit an account book, or ledger, 
e audience identify book, and tell its use in 
routine of living.) 


A little girl named Faith James, living across 
track in a small town in New York, was 
t to the corner store for a loaf of bread, 

ne butter and sugar. Her mother wrote 

» items on a piece of paper, because Faith 
s too small to remember so much, and she 
not learned to write. When she handed 

» slip of paper to the grocer, he looked at it 
efully, and then walked to the rear of the 
re. Little Faith had seen him go there be- 
e, and he opened a large book and wrote 
ething in it. 


his particular day, he came back after 
‘king in the book, and he handed the little 
per back to Faith, saying, “Sorry, little girl, 
t your mother will have to pay something on 
r bill, before I can let you have any more 
yeeries.” 


Little Faith took the paper, and although 
> did not really know why, she felt like 
ring. She knew her mother was tired, and 
it the bread and butter was needed for 
ich. She walked home slowly, and she was 
id she did not have to explain to her mother, 
nehow mother understood when she handed 
r the paper. After a time, they all sat down 
hot soup and biscuits that mother had pre- 
red, and everything seemed all right again. 


That night, little Faith told her sister Jessie. 
ssie was nearly 20 years old, and she would 
ow how to help mother. After awhile they 
nt to sleep, and little Faith dreamed a funny 
le dream. In the morning she told Jessie 
put that. Here is what she dreamed. She 
nted a nice new dress and shoes and stock- 
‘s for the picnic to be given in the park, and 
. asked God to give her the dress. God walked 
ng a long isle, and an angel opened a great 
’ book. After a time he found her name, 
ith James, and he read out loud; Faith James 
es me a “thank you” for making her sore 
t well, for the long ride in the park, for 
-new hair ribbon, for her roller skates, for 
en ice-cream cones. Faith listened a long 
le, and it seemed the list was so long that 
would never reach the end. She went to 
sp while the angel was reading, but she was 
akened when he closed the heavy book, and 
d, “Faith James must come to see me and 
<k with me about all the things given her, 
1 thank me for some of them before she 
) have anything more.” 


‘Wasn’t that a funny dream?” said Faith to 
sie. ‘‘Why no, Faith, it really isn’t funny 
all. I think your dream was very real, and 
hink it would be a good idea for us both 
thank God for a lot of wonderful things he 
, done for us. Let’s spend all our spare 
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time today doing it.” ‘All right, Jessie,’’ said 
Faith, “I have all day, and I guess maybe I 
better go back and thank the grocer for all he 
has done for us.” That night when Jessie 
came home, everybody was happy, because 
the grocer told Faith, when she thanked him, 
that he would be glad to give her more groceries 
for her mother, and that he would give her 
brother a job to work as pay for them. Jessie 
had gotten a raise in pay, to add to the fund 
of happiness. 


In Luke 17:11-21, there is a story about ten 
men who asked Jesus to heal them. Let us 
read it, and see how many thanked Him. 


OP AUP te tea} eS 


CLAUDE R. SHAVER 
Something To Live For 


“The life that I now live, I live by faith in the 
Son of God who loved me and gave himself 
for me.” Gal. 2:20. 


One of the deplorable tendencies of our 
modern life is the increasing number of 
suicides. With all our modern improved con- 
veniences, easy access to educational advan- 
tages, and varied opportunities of service, we 
may ask, “Is not life worth living” especially 
when Paul’s outline of “‘something to live for” 
is examined. 


I. Emphasizes a definitely high purpose. The 
Greeks called man “anthropos’”—the only up- 
looking creature. Paul sees the “measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ.” (Eph. 4:18). 
“Watch the man with an exalted purpose,” 
said Rudyard Kipling in addressing Toronto 
students during his last visit to America. Cul- 
ture without an objective is like the youth who 
was “all dressed up and had no place to go.” 


II. This high purpose should be unselfish, 
in part at least. Recall Dr. Cabot’s, ‘““What 
Men Live By’—Work, play, love, worship. Re- 
member that the last item will glorify and en- 
noble all the others. 


III. Here, “the faith” steps in and supple- 
ments selfish ambition and materialistic covet- 
ousness. Dr. Jowett told of the “singing 
miner’’—located at work amidst grime and 
gloom by his cheery gospel songs. Radio will 
enable us to bring wholesome thoughts to 
every-day life of home, office or farm. The 
daily press lately told of a dairy farmer who 
installed a radio in his barn, and even the cattle 
responded with more milk. Surely we can find 
something to live for in this joyous age; when 
the love of God as Paul preached it is so mani- 
fest. 
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| le i Ue S TER A eee IN 


WILLIAM J. HART, D.D. 


Unexpected Treasure 

I Cor. 4:5. “Bring to light the hidden things.” 
The town postmaster at Stephens City, Vir- 

ginia, bought an old iron safe. When he was 

taking it away the woman who sold it said to 

him, laughingly, “If there are any secret com- 

partments filled with money, it’s mine.” 


Soon afterwards the purchaser returned and 
handed the woman five twenty-dollar bills— 
one hundred dollars. These, he said, were 
found in a secret drawer. Some of them were 
dated 1886. Hence the money had evidently 
been hidden a long time. The woman said that 
her husband, now dead, had probably hidden the 
money and forgotten about it. 

But the purchaser proved his honesty; and 
the woman was enriched beyond her expecta- 
tions.—The Associated Press. 


e 
Gallantry! 
Acts 27:17. “Used Helps.” 


Sir Walter Raleigh and his cloak have become 
famous as a story. But a young man in Schen- 
ectady, New York, proved equally gallant with 
his coal chute. The young truck operator was 
delivering coal when he saw a woman standing 
on the curb, and hesitating to step off into the 
deep slush. He therefore stopped, unlashed the 
iron coal chute from the truck, and dropped it 
across the gutter like a drawbridge over a moat. 
The woman crossed dry-shod.—_The Associated 


Press. 
e 


Rowing Coach Tells How It Should Feel to Lose 


I Cor. 9:25. “Hvery athlete practices self-re- 
straint all round.” (Moffatt.) 


Steve Fairbairn, the rowing coach at Cam- 
bridge, wrote a letter to the London Times, in 
which he told of some of the advice he gives to 
his young men through his megaphone and at 
closer range in the boat house. He asked his 
rowers to note how they felt when they lost a 
race. 


“Note, if beaten, what your feeling is,’ he 
said. “If you have felt you enjoyed your row, 
your practice work and your race have been on 
the right lines. You have done your best in 
practice to work the boat and you have done 
your best in the race. You have done your best 
for your club. You have not rowed for self- 
glorification, but have sunk self for side, and 
in that esprit de corps you have learned a val- 
uable lesson for life. 

“If you feel you have done badly, you have 
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been rowing to win instead of only trying to 
your best. You have been trying to beat t 
other crew, and have not realized the truth 
the saying, ‘Never try to beat anybody, t 
cause there is only one man you can beat, a: 
that is yourself; so do your best and give h 
every chance.’ If you feel disgraced, you ha 
been rowing for show and for self-glorificatic 
so in future contests endeavor to sink self f 
side.’—The Epworth Herald. 


° 

Achievement Day 

Phil. 4:9. “Practice also what you ha 
learned.” (Moffatt.) 

Two years ago the students of the Nor 
Bend, Washington, high school were told th 
on the following Monday no bells would — 
heard; they were to work as they saw fit, wit 
out classes. On the second Monday followin 
the clocks were stopped as well. A month lat 
all the students signed a petition asking f 
two such free study days a week. “We get mui 
more done,” they said. The present progra 
is: Mondays and Wednesdays—free study wi' 
out bells or clocks. Tuesdays and Thursdays- 
recitations—and two recitation periods a wet 
instead of five keep the teachers on their toe 
Friday is “Achievement Day,” when all class: 
spend their time listening to the discoveries ar 
demonstrations of various pupils.—Journal | 
Education—The Reader’s Digest. 


e 
Unemployed Absorbed 
Psa. 104:23. “Man goeth forth unto his work 


Practically no one noticed that in the vel 
lowest year, 1894, there was seen in the neig 
borhood of Kokomo, Ind., a “horseless ca 
riage,” the first in America, destined to be tl 
forerunner of the four and a half millions th: 
are now made in an average year, the thirt 
five millions that have been made in all. 
imagine that no one, almost literally no on 
had the imagination to foresee that the hors 
less carriage would give rise to a great indu 
try—indeed, to several great industries, if v 
include oil and rubber and road building ar 
filling stations and garages. And if any darir 
person predicted this I suppose the reflectic 
of that earlier generation of the doleful wa 
“What a pity—so many buggy makers ar 
hostlers and drivers will be thrown out of wor 
How shall we absorb the unemployed?” Y 
many times more persons are now given en 
ployment by the automobile than the horse ev 
employed.—Mark Sullivan, January, 1937. 
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Parable of the Psychologists 
ov. 22:6. “Train a child for his proper trade, 
and he will never leave it, even when he is 
old.” (Moffatt.) 
Mary Foot Lord wrote this parable for Zion’s 
rald. Once there was a college man and his 
lege wife, and they had both specialized in 
chology. When their only son was four 
ars old, they sent him to kindergarten. He 
ed and protested that he didn’t want to go, 
1 his grandmother pleaded for him: ‘He’s 
*h a baby! He’ll be a baby so short a time!” 
t the parents were adamant. “You can’t be- 
a child’s education too early,’ they said. 
e’ll absorb more subconsciously now than he 
1 gain consciously later. Habits are formed 
ring the first seven years.’”’ The boy went 
school. At five years of age he began to take 
isic lessons. There was the daily whining 
fore he could settle down to the half-hour 
actice. His parents patiently explained that 
ne of the greatest musicians had begun play- 
r at the age of three. Hadn’t he himself 
ard the prodigies over the radio? 
They were accomplished musicians already 
the age of five! The boy insisted that he did 
- want to become an accomplished musician. 
ichard,’’ his mother said, “‘you’re not old 
ough to know what you want. Daddy and I 
ist think for you now. In later years you’ll 
ink us for insisting on this discipline. It 
asn’t matter whether you use the knowledge 
ined for profit or pleasure, it will have be- 
ne a part of you. You will be a more cul- 
‘ed personality, a more valuable member of 
‘iety because Daddy and I have sent you to 
ool and given you these other advantages.” 
[The boy continued his music lessons. One 
nday a neighbor’s boy came by and asked if 
chard could go to Sunday School with him. 
0,” said his mother, “Richard is not oid 
yugh to understand about religion. There is 
ch controversial matter in it. When he is 
enough to be guided by his own intelli- 
ice, he can go, if he wants to.” As it turned 
, Richard never went to Sunday School. 
ars later he took scholastic honors at college 
1 became a distinguished musician, but he 
rer associated himself with any religious 
ivities. When someone commented on this 
t to his mother, she said, “It is strange, but 
n as a child he never showed any tendency 
yard Sunday School, either. I’ve noticed 
t people are, or are not, naturally religiously 
lined. I never believe in forcing these things 
any one. It’s just one of those things that 
» has to choose for himself.” 


e@ 
ses of Adversity 
Tim. 2:3. “Accept your share of suffering.” 
'(Weymouth.) 
‘he North-road from Perth is beautifully 
\ded. Some time ago a large landowner had 
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eight young trees sent to him from the Conti- 
nent. These his gardener planted in the hot- 
house; all but two died. It seemed impossible 
to rear these foreign trees in Scotland, there- 
fore orders were given for them to be thrown 
out. The two trees which had not died struck 
root and grew rapidly, becoming the forerun- 
ners of the wonderful forestry of the district. 
The rigorous Scottish climate had done what 
the soft airs of the hothouse had failed to do. 
The noblest Christian characters have often 
developed in the most uncongenial surround- 
ings.—(D. M. F.)—The Christian Herald. 
(London). 


CCC and HT Tests for Youth 


III John 2. “That thou mayest prosper and be 
im health, even as thy soul prospereth.” 


The president of the savings bank of a small 
city was asked to deliver the address before the 
graduating class of the nine grammar schools 
of the community. The result was an address 
of an exceptionally practical and sympathetic 
nature. Each young person, he affirmed, should 
qualify to pass the CCC and HT tests for good 
citizenship. The three C’s stood for careful- 
ness, courtesy and co-operation. These three 
C’s should be observed, whether the individual 
was working in an office or a factory. 

Advertisements for high test gasoline are 
everywhere, the speaker remarked; but his HT 
stood for honesty and truthfulness. 

Personal contentment, the banker told the 
young people, would come not from the amount 
of money they earned, but from the qualities 
they developed within themselves. Life’s most 
desirable things cannot be purchased with dol- 
lars. These include the respect and confidence 
of one’s fellow men, and the love of relatives 
and friends. 

The speaker made these wishes for the grad- 
uates: 


“T wish for you the hearty laughter that 
comes from clean and decent fun. 

“T wish for you the satisfaction which comes 
from hard and honest labor faithfully per- 
formed. 

“T wish for you the contentment which comes 
only to those who have an appreciation of the 
beautiful—whether it be a picture, a poem, a 
flower, a song or a sunset. 

“T wish for you the respect of your fellow 
men and the love of little children. 

“Tn short, I wish for you a life which will be 
a credit to yourself, which will be an inspira- 
tion to your fellows, and the memory of which 
will be a benediction.” 

These few terse sentences expressed a wish 
for the higher values of life which may be 
realized best as they are blended with the con- 
sciousness of a personal relation with God. 
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Christian Affability 
Matt. 26:29. “And he went a little farther.” 


We never could quite see just how a cold, 
distant and unapproachable person, or a self- 
centered, stoical and introspective being could 
ever hope to be a successful soul-winner. Per- 
sons to whom you must always make the first 
approach, if any is to be made, are not eagerly 
sought to share our joys or sorrows. To be 
sure, the quiet, sober soul may prove to be a 
good friend, and be strong in personal integ- 
rity, moral strength and even mental ability. 
But Christian work to be successful in a mod- 
ern church, and in a modern industrialized and 
commercialized city must have a large amount 
of affability, winsomeness and approachable- 
ness. We must not be too single-minded and 
never double-minded. The mind, spirit and love 
of Christ will help us here. Christ loved folks. 
His love was contagious and genuine. 


The Prophet’s Religion 
Tsao Gani. 


We shall never have “a new heaven and a 
new earth” until we have first established new 
creative social adjustments. Even justice itself 
may prove very cruel and unjust, if not tem- 
pered with mercy and love. No one has any 
corner on Divine truth and love. We have seen 
liberals who could do some very unliberal 
things, just as we have seen some orthodox 
folks do wnorthodox things. A man in drum- 
ming up trade placed a sign in his window: 
“We are 100 per cent American. We hate Ger- 
mans!” A nearby competitor placed in his 
window this ad: ‘We are 200 per cent Ameri- 
can. We hate both Germans and Austrians!” 
Not to be outdone, another merchant inserted 
his ad: “We are 1000 per cent American, be- 
cause we hate EVERYBODY!” Which of these 
had the best goods? 


“Wash you, make you clean.” 


Journey’s Road Map 
Luke 1:22. “The Scriptures will be fulfilled.” 


A man gave a Bible to his nephew with these 
simple words in the fly-leaf: ‘Value this book.” 
After many years, the nephew opened its sacred 
pages, and there found five one thousand dollar 
bills! Listen to Matthew Arnold: “So long as 
the world lasts, men who want to make progress 
in righteousness will come to Israel for inspira- 
tion, as to a people who have had the sense of 
righteousness most glowing and strongest... 
As well imagine a man with a sense of sculp- 
ture not cultivating it by the help of Greek art, 
or a man with a sense of poetry not cultivating 
it by the help of Homer and Shakespeare, as a 
man with a sense of conduct (that is, right- 
eousness or virtue) not cultivating it by the 
help of the Bible.” 
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The Devil a Sissy 
II Tim. “If we die, we will live. If we endui 
we will reign.” 


He who thinks that goodness is an anen 
and emasculated form of senility might thi 
again. Goodness is greatness. It deman 
strength and gives strength. Boys and gi 
like a challenge today. Admiral Byrd in ] 
trip to the Antarctic had to refuse many w 
wanted to go with him. Sin as a way of li 
simply lacks intestinal fortitude to carry ¢ 
It takes a brave man to be a Christian lead 
today. Some persons are so soft and flexib 
that even the Devil could not use them. Neg 
tive goodness is to be good for nothing. Po 
tive goodness is creative and inspiring. 

e 


Training of Delinquents 


I Tim. 4:8. “But religion is of service in eve 
way.” 

A Mr. and Mrs. Glueck of Boston made 
study of 1000 cases of juvenile delinquents. 
would seem that “reform schools” do not 1 
form delinquents, when, after five years out. 
as high as 923 youths continue their deli 
quency. Of course, the indictment covers t 
inadequacy of placing out, lack of scienti 
methods concerning probation, institutior 
environment and care and psychiatric tre: 
ment. But there are other factors too: po 
psychological atmosphere, bad heredity, k 
moral standards, family criminality, econor 
discontent, unwelcome children and lack 
parental interest in things of the church a 
God. The church must teach that the fore 
that make for social maladjustment in deli 
quency are more powerful than those th 
make for social adjustment. How can y 
socialize a delinquent with non-socialized 1 
ligion? 

e 


Wanted: Steadfastness 
IT Pet. 3:17. “Be on your guard against bei 
led away.” 

Have the yogis, swamis and transcendent: 
ists got you yet? While orthodox religion 
trying hard to keep its forces intact, the mode 
medicine man is gathering the “chosen” it 
finely-decorated ballrooms. None of the “gr 
church architecture” for his clan. One can § 
anything now from a prescription, “How to - 
duce your waistband” to an inside tip on “H 
to play the races” and “What stock to buy ° 
day.” It won’t be long now before we shall kn 
“How to make our solar plexus work for 
while we sleep.” Of 182 church notices in t 
New York Sun (March 17, 1928), at least 
were cults and sects independent of orthod 
Christianity. Health, wealth, happiness, pea 
rest and success all were freely promised 
for the asking and the price. Who said Ame 
ca was not a fruitful field and experimen 
station for all kinds of religion? 
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It can happen to YOU! 


LAST YEAR—1 out of every 15 was a hospital 


»6000—— 


For Death by Accident 


$3100 


For Death by Disease 


S000 —— 


Cash for you at age 
60-65 -70-75-85 
as you choose 


$75 


A month for temporary 
disability due to 
accident 


$60 


A month for temporary 
disability due to 
illness 


uPTo $1270 


- a year for total perma- 
nent disability 


MINISTERS LIFE AND 


CASUALTY UNION'S 
COMPLETE COVERAGE 
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patient. | out of every five was 
disabled by sickness or accident. 


YOU may be the ONE this year! 


You can protect your family’s security against the 
chance of your sickness, accidental injury or un- 
timely death. 


You can build up an estate for your retirement 
years. You can have complete coverage against 
all certainties or possibilities. 


Tara The Mela GU 

Complete Coverage Combinations. 
Some of the benefits of the $3000 combination are 
listed at the left. Other combinations with coverage 
from $2000 to $7000 may be arranged to suit 
your needs. 


The ML CU is SOUND. The cost of the coverage 
is reasonable. Drop us a card or use the coupon. 
No agent will call. You are under no obligation. 


THE MINISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION 
100A West Franklin Minneapolis, Minn- 
Please send me rates and other information on your 


COMPLETE COVERAGE insurance advertised in the 


September issue of the Expositor & Homiletic Review. 


Name 

Address 

Post Office State 
Denomination 


Daterobig  ——————— aan 
7 Mo. Day Yr. 9-37 


Harmonious Living 
Prov. 4:7. “And with all thy getting get un- 
derstanding.” 


Life is made of harmonies and discords. We 
either bring out the best or the worst in folks. 
If “all the world is a stage,” then to be a good 
actor, we must learn life’s entire play. Each 
must play his own part and not inject himself 
into the part of another. The world is also an 
orchestra, a cosmic orchestra. It will give you 
a seat, but you must prove yourself a dispenser 
of rhythm and melody. To have a carefully 
measured beat of exactness demands a tech- 
nique. There are many techniques today, 
whereby we may make ourselves more attrac- 
tive than repulsive: more religious than irre- 
ligious and more of a success than a failure. 
They go under many names, and are not to be 
condemned, simply because they do not carry 
our brand. The relation of food to health, of 
books, lectures and sermons to culture, of 
prayer to spiritual development is vital and 


large. 
e 


The Reigning Economy 


Luke 12:56. “Why can you not interpret this 
present time?” 


A recent study, ‘‘“Middletown in Transition” 
by the Lynds, raises again the issue of the 
relation of the modern church to its educa- 
tional and social environment. The culture of 
Middletown (a typical American city), is 
largely a cash and profit culture—‘a commu- 
nity bound into service to money-making.” 
Both pulpit and press are indicted for “‘barter- 
ing their peculiar rights to proclaim sharply 
dissident truths for the right to be supported 
by the reigning economy.” Evidently, the life 
lessons to be learned from a world depression, 
hardly scratched the skin here. To speak of 
“saved” individuals in unsaved communities 
seems more and more like an anomaly! 


@ 
Employment 

Never, since the world began, has a political 
agency anywhere created or developed a single 
wealth-producing enterprise that makes for 
the continuous employment of men. That 
sounds like a pretty strong statement, but it 
is a fact. 

Walk down the street and look at the tele- 
phone wires, the telegraph poles, the truck 
delivering coal, the power plant, the street 
railway, the railroad, the department store, 
the airplane overhead, the motion picture 
house, the radio aerial, ships, the oil derrick, 
the auotombile. Not one created by politics. 
Each one of these, and everything else in the 
industrial system, has been brought forth by 
the voluntary co-operation of individuals, stimu- 
lated by and spurred on by the enterprisers. 

The bank developed from the jeweler’s 
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service in safeguarding his customers’ cas 
The insurance company came about by t 
pooling of risks by traders themselves. T 
water works under the city was conceived | 
individuals who gathered together the mon 
and put the water works there, until muni 
palities took them over. Even the post office 
Great Britain and in America was pioneered | 
individuals who undertook to collect and d 
tribute the mail. 
e 
The Profit Motive 


What is it that moves us to trade? O1 
thing—no more—the profit motive. It m: 
not be a money profit; it may be a pleasu 
profit, a cultural profit; it may be a vani 
profit, but it is a*profit nevertheless. 

We may discuss, wishfully, production f 
use only and not for profit, of everyone wor 
ing for the joy of working, but the fact st 
remains that no one will accept the hazards . 
an exchange without hope of bettering h 
well being. And betterment is another woi 
for profit. 

e 
Business 


Business is an exchange of goods, labor ar 
services between two individuals. We ta 
about billions in bank clearances, of millio: 
in carloadings, of pig iron production, or kil 
watt hour consumption, but those figures ai 
only the sum total of 100,000,000 exchang 
each normal day in the United States betwee 
two persons. 

@ 
Sales Resistance 


In any good library you will find at least 
thousand books on salesmanship. But the: 
is no book on how to resist salesmanship. The! 
would be no market for it because there is 1 
need for it. A man is born with this resistance 
with a desire to hang on to what he has, to tal 
no chances. 

e 
Genius 

We recognize a peculiar ability in oth 
fields. We recognize that Will Rogers was ¢ 
entertainer, par excellence. We gave him 
million dollars a year and, when his salary w: 
reported in the newspaper, we rejoiced ar 
said, in effect, “Good old Will Rogers.” W 
were rather proud that he could earn a millic 
dollars a year. 

The Mayo Brothers in Rochester have 
peculiar ability in the field of surgery. W 
recognize a Sargent who can paint a portra 
better than anyone else; a Fritz Kreisler wl 
can play the violin. 

But we don’t recognize the Walter Chrysle 
for example, who came from a little machi 
shop in Ellis, Kansas, who likewise, was give 
an ability—not to paint, not to play a violin- 
but an ability to anticipate our wants, our d 
sires, an ability to get around him friends wl 


ee eee 
Expositor © Homiletic Review—Se ptember, 193 


¥ RALLY DAY! 


Have You All the Supplies You Need? 


INVITATIONS 
20 cents a dozen, $1.25 a hundred 
Individual invitations to Rally Day or Reopen- 
ing Day, in color, for particular age groups or 
general use. 


RALLY DAY 
\ BUTTON 
5 TRO , $1.75 a hundred 
FI a Boys particularly will like 


GOt At 
=e y these colored celluloid but- 


tons asRally Day souvenirs. 


SOUVENIRS 

$1.00 a hundred 
Cardboard Souvenirs, punched, corded and 
ready to wear, will delight the children. Sev- 
eral designs. 


BIBLE INFORMATION BOOKS 


940. Bible Helps for Lit- 

. tle Children. 

941. Bible Memory 
Helps (for Juniors and 
Intermediates). 
10c each, 70c a doz. 


942. Gateway to Knowl- 
edge of the Bible (for 
all ages). 

935. This Bible of Ours 
(for all ages). 

15c¢ each, $1.50 a doz. 


Write for complete list of Rally Day 
Supplies, and for our new general 
catalog, just out. 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


PHILADELPHIA - Witherspoon Building 


NEW YORK - - - -  - 156 Fifth Avenue 
PITTSBURGH - - - - - Granite Building 
CHICAGO - - - 216South Wabash Avenue 


SAN FRANCISCO - 234 McAllister Street 
Orders taken for any books published 


Quality 
Attracts / 


Every page and 
feature of 
“The Service 
4 Hymnal” car- 
4 ries the stamp 
of quality. 


Br it preaching or singing, 
architecture or furnishings, 
everychurch recognizes the drawing pow- 
er of the distinguished and the exalted. 


That is why “The Service Hymnal” will 
advance the work of your church and 
school. It is a book of quality—in mate- 
rials, manufacture and binding as well as 
in musical contents, Scripture readings 
and spiritual force. 


Send for sample copy; you will sense in- 
stinctively its fitness for every religious 
need. Descants to established tunes are 
a popular feature. First classified hymnal 
to be completely orchestrated. Bound 
superbly in lacquered ‘Class A’ cloth, tar- 
nish-proof, gold emboss- 
ed title, tinted edges, 
price only $60 per 100, 
not prepaid. 

“Devotional Hymns’’—a 
smaller all-purpose book for 
church and church school. 
Orchestrated. Price per 100— 
lacquered cloth $40. Bristol 
$25.00—not prepaid. 

Name and address on margin 


brings returnable samples 
Give church and denomination 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1692 


only the best in song hooks COMPANY 


5701-L WEST LAKE ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 


FO Pe OP CES i I Sab I/D Ss Da 
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believe in him and arrange with him for the 
financing of a new model in the transportation 
field, for the producing, warehousing, insuring, 
selling, and distributing of that thing only 
born yesterday in his mind. 


® 
Inventions 


In the past 50 years, out of thousands of 
inventions which were developed in America, 
18 grew into great industries. These 18 today 
employ between 9,000,000 and 10,000,000 
people, a quarter of all engaged in gainful 
occupations. 

e 
Taxes 


In 1890, five cents of each income dollar in 
the United States was taken for all govern- 
mental purposes, state, federal and local. To- 
day government agencies spend 35 cents of 
each earned dollar. 

—F rom Nation’s Business. 


DARGA OIE RS 


We turn to Thee, O God, on this Sabbath 
Day, that we may renew our strength for the 
performance of our daily tasks. We feel our 
need of Thee amid the turmoil and strife of 
every-day living. We realize that we are not 
alone in this world of change. We covet the 
baptism of Thy Holy Spirit that no encourage- 
ment shall overawe us, no difficulty shall over- 
whelm us and that no failure shall ever defeat 
us. We must have strength from Thee O God 
to enable us to meet every trial of life with 
fortitude and with confidence in the final out- 
come for good. We pray for the surrounding 
of our lives with such hallowed influences that 
the din and noise of the world shall not deafen 
us to the sound of Thy voice. We would bask 
in the light of Thy Love so that the glare of 
the present shall not hide from our view a vi- 
sion of Thy glorious presence. We desire Thee 
our Christ as our constant companion and 
guide. As Thou dost bless us so we would be- 
come a blessing to others in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

c 


O Thou Christ of God we would be filled with 
Thy Spirit. We would endeavor to understand 
the meaning of Thy words: “I must work the 
works of Him that sent Me while it is yet day.” 
We rejoice in the privilege of labor. We thank 
Thee for the physical strength whereby we are 
enabled to carry on in this life, and daily per- 
form our tasks. We are happy to have the 
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privilege and opportunity to render service 
others. We would learn the sacredness 
labor. We would ever show our appreciati 
for all of life’s blessings by returning a f 
proportion of what we receive for the advan 
ment of Thy cause from and through wh: 
we have received the inspiration for our 0 
lives. 

We desire to cultivate in our lives a ce 
sideration for others. We would be so op 
minded that we may be able to rejoice in oth 
successes and sympathize with them in th 
misfortunes. We would work and strive da 
for the night cometh when all opportunity 
do so will cease. The blessing of the Chr 
who labored until He “finished the work”’ tl 
was given Him.to do we crave for oursel 
that like Him we, too, may finish our work 


His Name. Amen. 
& 


We hail Thee Lord Jesus, as King of Kin 
Lord of Lords and Ruler over our lives. \ 
welcome Thee, Lord Christ, into our lives, o 
homes, our business, our pleasures and 0 
every thought and act. We would be Thy d 
ciples. We would live Thy life over again 
our daily walk. We rejoice in Thy coming 
this world to show us how to live. We ha 
acknowledged Thee openly and then secre 
we have turned against Thee. As Thou dic 
consecrate Thine all, even life itself, for o 
redemption, so would we consecrate ourselv 
our lives, our possessions, our desires, to Th 
O God and Jesus Christ Thy Son, forever 0 
King. We will strive to be, always, Thi 
obedient children, and willing subjects, honc 
ing Thee with our worship, showing our loyal 
with our substance. As Thou hast promise 
so now we accept the gift of Thy Holy Spn 
that we cultivate in ourselves, the spirit 
Thy Son. We here pledge to Thee, our loya 
and fidelity, in thought, word and deed to t 
honor and glory of the precious Name of Jes 
Our Savior and King. Amen. 


O Thou in whom we live and have our beit 
we turn to Thee. We glorify Thee for the me 
ifestation of Thy power in the raising of Jes 
Christ, our Saviour, from the tomb. We wot 
be raised from the death of sin to a life | 
with Thee, in Christ Jesus. As the flowers ni 
come forth from their wintry tomb to adorn t 
landscape: so we would come forth from t 
grave of selfishness and enmity, and rise to t 
better things of life. We would so live, tk 
our associates may rejoice in our presence a 
glorify Thee, for the manifold blessings of t 
life that now is, and for the joy is to be. Int 
name of the Risen Christ our Lord and Savio 
we pray. Amen. 


—Arthur J. Pennell, D. D. 
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Partitions 
\\\ 


One Room or Many 


As Occasion Demands 


Y the use of Wilson Rolling Partitions large rooms 

can be quickly transformed into smaller ones for 
classes, meetings, etc. They are easily operated, and 
roll out of the way, vertically or horizontally. Can be 
installed in old as well as new buildings. 

Send for 32 page Catalogue No. 15 
THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 
ESTABLISHED 1876 
1841 Broadway New York City 

Offices in all principal cities 


Samples! Samples! Samples! 


A Full Line of 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


FUNDAMENTALLY SOUND 


Free on Application 
e 


Address 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 Cleveland, Ohio 


AN YOUR CHURCH USE 


Added Income? 


hen by all means do not overlook this opportunity to take 
lvantage of the highest grade and best selling proposition 
rer presented to church groups. Write at once for full 
uticulars and our beautiful FREE portfolio of the finest 
lection of PERSONALIZED Christmas Greeting Cards. 
o not delay. ACT IMMEDIATELY. 


MIDWEST GREETING CARD CO. 
23 So. Dearborn St, Dept. 15 Chicago, Ill. 
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OUR FREE CATALOG SAVES 


Money for Foreign Missionaries 


hese Missionaries everywhere have 
confidence in our Missionary Bureau as 
the most economical source for personal sup- 
plies and mission equipment of high quality. 

Secretaries and Purchasing Agents of 
Foreign Missions find that our free catalog, 
with its 45,000 separate items, and our 
special discount list enable them to save 
money for their stations. 

Mission Boards can economize by selecting 
hardware, paints and other building materi- 
als from our catalog, for shipment abroad. 

If you wish a Montgomery Ward catalog, for 
export use only, write today for a free copy 


MONTGOMERY WARD 
Department Y 


Export Missionary Unit Chicago, U.S.A. 


iby you ever feel the thrill a pastor ex- 
periences when his church is moving 
ahead, money is pouring into the treasury, 
church packed at every service? 

A parish paper will give you this thrill. 
It will compete with the movies, the auto- 
mobile, the Sunday newspaper and golf. A 
parish paper fills empty pews. 

Instead of wishing and hoping, take the 
initiative. Step out, establish a local church 
paper, and then watch the results. 

We standardize in parish paper work. A 
better magazine at about one-fifth usual - 
prices. A few ads or subscriptions will pay 
all publishing expenses. 


The National Religious Press, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Send me free of charge full particulars and samples 


Exp.& H.R.: Sept. 
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I. J. SWANSON 


JESUS ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 
By J. O. F. Murray, D. D., formerly Master of Selwyn 
College, Cambridge. Longmans. 383 pp. $6.00. 


A devotional exposition according to St. John. Dr. 
Murray has been lecturing on the subject for forty years 
and more. He regards the inmost secret of the life of 
Jesus as Communion with His Father, His God and our 
God, and John, as nearest in heart and will to his Lord. 
His exposition is rich in practical and spiritual values. 
It is the work of an unassuming, but a great scholar; 
and an outstanding expositor of St. John. For a clear 
understanding of John’s message this is one of the best 
books to study. 

Contents: The Origin of the Gospels; The Origin of 
the Fourth Gospel; The Relation of History to Theology; 
The Prologue; The First Week of the Ministry; The 
First Public Act of Jesus as the Lord’s Anointed; Nico- 
demus; The Woman of Samaria; Jesus and the Phari- 
ses; The Feeding of the Five Thousand; The Self Reve- 
lation of Jesus in Jerusalem; The Man Born Blind; The 
Good Shepherd; Jesus Face to Face with Death; The 
Climax at Jerusalem; Introduction to the Passion; The 
Discourses; Conditions of Life in the New Order; The 
Church and Its Head; The Church and the World; The 
Sorrow and the Joy of the Disciples; The High Priestly 
Prayer; Gethsemane in St. John; The Crucifixion; The 
First Easter Day; and The Appearance by the Lake. 


AN INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT 
By Kirsopp Lake and Silva Lake. Harpers. 302 pp. 


Kirsopp Lake is Professor of History, Harvard. His 
wife is a co-author of this book. She is instructor in 
Biblical Literature in Brown University. This is a new 
textbook specially prepared for use in general courses in 
the field of the New Testament. This book gives the 
genera] basis of the modern study of the New Testa- 
ment, but makes no attempt to build on it, or to deal 
with the theological, philosophical or ecclesiastical 
problems which are either its cause or its effect. 

A scholarly and stimulating book, it presents the 
modern view of the N. T. If ministers will study this 
book seriously and intelligently they will gain a mas- 
tery of the N. T., both in its meaning and message. 


THE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF THE PRIMITIVE 
CHURCH. THE PERIOD PRIOR TO THE INFLU- 
ENCE OF PAUL 

By the Rev. P. G. S. Hopwood, B. Litt., Ph. D. T. & T. 
Clark, Edinburgh. Scribners. 387 pp. $3.00. 


This book deals with the ‘‘twilight period’”’ before the 
earliest Christian traditions had taken literary form. 
Dr. Hopwood deals with the religious experience of the 
“primitive” church which he defines as ‘‘the church 
prior to the influence of Paul.” The effort has been 
made in the present volume to reach behind the Gospel 
tradition to the experimental roots of the Christian 
church and to the personal impact made by Jesus upon 
those who experienced first hand His creative influence, 
and who were thus lead to bring into being the primi- 
tive church. Clear and satisfying. This is a “must” 
book to all who wish to gain a clear view of the religious 
experience of the primitive church. 


SENSIBLE CHRISTIANS 
By Peter Winckworth, President of the Seven Years’ 
Association, London. 176 pp. Longmans. $1.50. 


The author, an active Christian layman, states clear- 
ly, attractively and convincingly the obligations of a 
baptized Christian, especially as from the Prayer Book 
and the Bible. He deals with the Christian view of 
goodness, grace, prayer, communion and belief. In the 
second part of the work, he defines the duties of church 
going, discipline, and the duties of church membership. 
He makes a strong plea for active service of Christ, the 
King. While this book is written from the point of view 
of an earnest and intelligent Episcopalian, it is also a 
strong appeal to all young Christians to take their 
church obligations seriously. 

e 
CITY MAN 
By Charles Hatch Sears. Harpers. 248 pp. $1.50. 


The author is especially competent to describe the 


City Man, because of his contacts with the citizens 
the largest city in the United States. He points out t 
particulars in which the City Man is different from 1 
small town man, and, especially, the rural man. AI 
city man’s environment shapes his thought, attitude 
his fellow men, particularly, to the church. City min 
ters especially, will profit by this study of the City M 
—his psychology and his attitude to his environme 
Some of the most enlightening and constructive chapt 
of this important study of the City Man are: City M 
Looks at His City, The Genius of the Metropolit 
Community, The Neighborhood Breaks Under City M: 
The Breakdown of Former Urban Controls, A N 
Personality Emerges, Expression of Religion in 1 
Metropolitan Community, Creative Religion in the Met 
politan Community, The Spirit of the Church and t 
Metropolitan Community, and the City Man’s N 
Perspective. 


PLAIN THOUGHTS ON WORSHIP 
By Edwin A. Goldsworthy. Willett Clark. 134 pp. $1. 


The author has worked out both the theory and pr: 
tice of worship, chiefly under the guidance of | 
George F. Minnie, pastor of the United Baptist Chu 
of Lewiston, Maine. Later, with his father, Dr. W 
liam A. Goldsworthy, organist of the celebrated 
Marks-in-the-Bowerie, he collaborated in the use of 1 
arts in worship, which attracted nation-wide attenti 
Dr. Goldsworthy maintains that worship should be ' 
main element in Christian living. As a matter of fa 
however, he finds that worship has been set aside mai! 
for social and topical preaching. If this is a fact, < 
can understand why religion is declining where 
Gospel is set aside for addresses on sociology, economi 
political questions, etc. Worship brings one face to f: 
with God, and should result in direct application of | 
Gospel to everyday life—in economics, social justi 
democracy and good will to nations and individuals. T 
discussion of worship by Dr. Goldsworthy embod 
indeed ‘plain thoughts on worship’ but they are a 
profound, practical and spiritual. 


CHRISTENDOM AND ISLAM, THEIR CONTACTS A 

CULTURES DOWN THE CENTURIES 
By W. Wilson Cash, Secretary of the Church Mission: 

Society of London. The Haskell lectures, Gradu 

School of Theology, Oberlin, 1936-37. Harpers, 4 

pp. $2.00. 

This book is one of interpretation. The author poi 
out a mass of misconceptions and misunderstandii 
about Islam. He gives a clear and illuminating acco 
of the Moslem faith, from Mohammed to the pres 
day. The important teachings of the Koran, the grov 
of the Islamic Empire, and the contributions of Islam 
Christianity, are described and evaluated and on 
other hand the influence of Christendom on Islam 
pointed out in detail. Dr. Cash contrasts the two 
ligions, points out their respective contribution to 
ligion, and lays a basis for mutual understanding. ‘ 
author’s judgments of each of these great religions 
keen, fair and authoritative; and while fair and frien 
to Islam, he points out candidly its weaknesses, both 
teaching and practice. He holds firmly to the teach 
of Jesus Christ. 


THE NEW-FASHIONED MAN 
By Ashley Chappell, D. D., St. Paul’s, Parkershburg, 


Va. Revell. 118 pp. $1.25. 

Dr. Chappell is soundly evangelical, and appeals int 
estingly and winningly to this present generation. 
preaches the Christ, who is never superseded but 
mains ‘foremost in the files of time.’”” One of Dr. Ch 
pell’s striking themes is ‘‘The New-Fashioned Man 
Jesus Christ. These sermons are messages for our | 
and for all time, because they are timeless, full of lis 
knowledge of God, and redemptive power. This is 
kind of preaching which attracts and wins. Minist 
should study these sermons—they reveal new sources 
interest, power and blessing. 
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RESIS E ee Rene rege PES A of nOuNeES and faith. An inspiring book. It would make 
dr. Hocking deals profoundly with the meaning of TGS Aa Rn hoe eh 
Sab oe fin: is agus a Christian believer, but e 
admindedness an epth of thought and free- 
a from undue bias, commend him to Hindu, Buddhist, Ubi oats noua ey age 
. Confucian philosophers. From the Christian’s point Mi neue sie OL CRIS B= TRAV ell 180, pe. 82-80, 


view, Dr. Hocking’s discussion will be found sound The romance of missionary work has not ended as this 
| convincing. His thoughts on death and life seem story, told by Willis R. Hotchkiss of the African Inland 
ple on first reading, but on further reflection and Mission shows. The British Governor appointed Mr. 
dy, they make a profound impression, bring assur- Hotchkiss to serve on the Advisory Council of the 
e of immortality, and give courage and equanimity. Native Land Trust Board of the Colony. This appoint- 


‘his book is the outgrowth of the Ingersoll lecture ment gave Mr. Hotchkiss rare opportunities to defend 


en by Dr. Hocking at Harvard University on April the rights and to plead the cause of the people whose 


and the Thomas Lecture given at the University of spiritual interest was his main concern. “It is given to 
cago on May 14, 1936. He discusses the meanings of few men in this wonderful century of development to 
th, leads a symposium on the meaning of life, and have witnessed the growth of a colony from primitive 
itional meanings of life; and in the appendix dis- savagery to a high degree of civilization.” ‘That privi- 
ses biology and the meaning of human life. Dr. lege,’’ says Hotchkiss, “has been mine.” This is a thrill- 
-king’s treatment of this topic is fresh, illuminating ing story of adventure, evangelization, education, native 
convincing. progress, strange things, a great medicine man; and also 
| . of a missionary, humble but great. 

. e 

GROWING OLD GRACEFULLY EASTWARD: THE STORY OF ADONIRAM JUDSON 
Charles Courtenay, M. A., formerly Vicar of St. By Stacey Reuben Worburton, Professor, Christian 
Yeter’s, Tunbridge Wells, and author of “The Em- Missions, Berkeley Baptist Divinity School. Round 
ire of Silence.” Macmillan. 235 pp. $2.00. Table Press. 240 pp. $2.50. 

‘his is a book of courage, and faith in man and in Dr. William A. Hill, Secretary of Missionary Educa- 


. It is practical in its counsel to the aging, and tion of the Baptist Board of Education, calls this biog- 
ecially to the old. It gives assurance of ‘‘the Peace raphy of Judson “not one more biography of Judson, but 
God which passeth all understanding” to all who THE biography of the hour.” High praise, but de- 
w old in the service of God. Mr. Courtenay has done served. This is a thrilling story of awakened foreign 
able work as a priest of the Anglican Church. At the missionary interest in America. The book describes the 
of seventy he served the Church of the Holy Trin- story of Judson’s missionary career—From Salem to 
in Rome, and during his incumbency the present Rangoon; The Struggle for a Foothold in Burma; Jungle 
ice was built. His advice to the aged is based upon. Trails; At Last the Burma Bible; Home and the Evan- 
own philosophy of life—faith in his fellow men and gel; The Hero Welcomed Home; Further Pioneering— 
h in God. He meets the trials of old age cheerfully, Moulmein for Rangoon; and Judson’s Golden Evening. 
es the aged sound counsel for facing their trials and An enthralling and a thrilling story of a great mission- 
blems; and backs his counsel with his own example ary and his work. 


Here Is the Good News 
You Have Been Waiting for— 


The Tenth Annual Issue 
THE MINISTERS’ ANNUAL 


YOURS AGAIN! 
That “ONE BOOK LIBRARY” found on the desks of many thousands 


of the most successful preachers the world over. Over ninety thousand 
already in use. 
As in former years the issue will be limited in number, so place your order 
now and be sure. Tear off the coupon below and send it with your remit- 
tance, and your copy will be sent promptly upon publication. 

THE EXPOSITOR (1 YEAR) AND THE MINISTERS’ ANNUAL— $3.25 


F. M. Barton Company, Pub. Inc., 


410 Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, Ohio ate 
Inclosed is $3.25 for my subscription to The Expositor for one year, beginning with 


ih Cae eee x __issue and a copy of the large 1938 Minister’s Annual. I 
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MID-WEEK SERVICES 


(Pastor secure copy of Charles E. Schofield’s 
“Jesus and Human Personality,” $2.00, both M.E. 


in September.) 


I. The Way to Aldersgate 

Aldersgate means “conversion” to those who 
know the story of John Wesley and his deci- 
sion to face the issues of Christ’s Gospel, as 
applied to the facts of life. Labor Day, a na- 
tional holiday, designed to focus attention on 
the working multitude, should open the way 
to us for an Aldersgate experience. Holidays 
and celebrations may be the means of fresh 
discovery of Christ’s teachings and the means 
to carry them out. Or, they may be futile and 
meaningless, if merely used to romance about 
past progress, or to point out the purely 
economic and physical points involved. All 
progress is based on spiritual development, and 
progress in industrial and economic conditions 
today will depend upon the spiritual attitude 
of both sides to this question. 

Both the employer and the worker need to 
be shown the way to Aldersgate; both need to 
face the issues involved in the Ten Command- 
ments, the Sermon on the Mount, the Golden 
Rule. 

Invocation: A prayer of adoration, benefits 
of honest labor, and grace to perform it. 

Song: “Master-Workman of the Race.” 

Responsive: Psalm 39. 

Read stanzas of “Battle Hymn of the Re- 
public” and have audience or choir sing chorus 
or refrain. 


Scripture: 

Ex. 5:15, 6:1-8 (God has plans for His 
people.) 

Ex. 31:1-11. (God bestows definite ability.) 

Ex. 34:21. (When we shall work.) 

Jos. 9:1-27. (Wily tactics and their out- 
come. ) 

Hag. 2:1-9. (God works with honest men.) 


Matt. 21:23-32. (Labor troubles.) 
Matt. 21:33-46. (Unworthy actions and re- 
ward.) 
Luke 12:6-9. (The fate of the idle.) 
Luke 13:14-29. (Working habits and hours.) 
John 9:4. (The time for serving short.) 
Song: “Teach me Thy will, O Lord.” 
Address: “The world a vale of soul-making.” 
Prayer: (All effort is labor, glory to God when 
done according to gifts.) 
Song: “My Country.” 
“slolhy, islelhy., IO, 4 6 5 &” 
Benediction. 
e 


II. The Witness of the Spirit 


(When a layman says, “So many of us are 
lost and discouraged. We want comfort and 
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“Aldersgate and After,” 25c; and A. E. Day’s 
Book Concern, as a basis for study and addresses 


help,” he is voicing the plea of millions in all 
ranks of life, a mood of general restlessness 
and hopeless bewilderment.) 

Invocation: (For the grace to recewe the 
Spirit.) 

Hymn: “Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost.” 

Scripture: Acts, chapter 1 and 2. 

Acts 20:16. 
I Cor. 16:8. 

Hymn: “Lord God of Hosts.” 

Address: “God Seeks Man.” 

(God sent Jesus Christ to show us the Way, 
and He sent the Holy Spirit to give us courage 
and wisdom to follow the Way. Compare the 
12 in the upper room prior to the coming of 
the Spirit with the scene after the Coming of 
the Spirit. Read Rufus Jones’ “Double Search.” ) 

Prayer: (For grace to receive the Spirit.) 

Hymn: “O Thou Almighty King.” 

Benediction. 

° 


III. The Ideal Person 


(Invite the young people, as they are in search 
of ideals upon which to pattern their lives. 
Teachers need the pattern revived in bright 
colors.) 

Invocation: (For grace to understand the 
voice of the Spirit, God’s effort to lead us toward 
the goal He has in mind for us.) 

Hymn: O Master, let me walk with Thee.” 

Scripture: II Cor. 4:6-10. 

Luke 20:24-25. 

Hymn: “Hark, Hark, my Soul.” 

Address: (The ideal person is as though he 
were body, heart, hands, legs, and arms of the 
tenets of Christ’s teachings. See Chapter 4, 
“Jesus and Human Personality.) 

Prayer: (For the gift of the Spirit, for cour- 
age to carry out the faith we profess.) 

Hymn: “T Need Thee Every Hour.” 


“T Heard the Voice of Jesus Say.” 
Benediction. 
e 


IV. Spiritual Living 


I nvocation : (Pray for a spiritual life that wili 
manifest itself in a superior quality of physicai 
manhood and womanhood, that will find expres- 
sion through all the relations of life. ) 

Hymn: “T heard the voice of Jesus Sayan 

Scripture: John 4:23.29, 

Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation.” 

Address: “The Business of Living.” 

(Study chapter four of Dr. Schofield’s book: 
and Chapter nine of Dr. Day’s book, for mate- 
rial on spiritual living for this address. Em- 
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the Lord.” 


practical volume. 


TEACH MEN HOW TO LIVE 


**Studies In Christian Living’’ is just what thousands of study 
groups have been looking for. This book will teach church members 
how to meet modern life situations victoriously with a “Thus saith 


James DeForest Murch spent years in consultation with people in all 
walks of life and in Bible research to produce this astonishingly 


Help combat worldliness and build Christian character by starting a 
“Christian Living” study course in your church or community today. 


PRICES: 35 cents a copy; $3.00 a dozen 


CHRISTIAN ACTION, Dept. Ex. 37, 640 W. Eighth St., Cincinnati, O. 


Bible Poster Stamps 


A new method of Bible Study, based on young people’s 

interest in collecting stamps. 

Sunday School Teachers find this new method stimulates 

attendance and interest. Greatest educational pastime for 

children as well as adults. 

96 beautiful Stamps, size 134 x 214”. Bible Poster Stamp 
Ibum, size 6% x 934”, 16 pages and cover. Space for 

96 stamps. Bible verse on back of stamps agrees with verse 

in Album. Album and 24 stamps, $.35. Album and 96 

stamps, $.75, postpaid. 


Order from local Church Supply Houses or direct 
BIBLE POSTER STAMP CO. 
231 West 28th Street, New York, N. Y. 


SEND and SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 


CHRIST IAS 


SENTIMENTS 
Our Box of 24 Deluxe Scripture Text Christmas Folders 
is without doubt the best value on the market. A $1.75 
value sent to you postpaid for 60e. Two or more boxes, 
50ce each. For four boxes each containing 15 lovely 
Christmas Cards and Folders with Scripture Texts, send 
$1.00. All have envelopes to match. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed. We feature nine other assortments. 


Organized groups raise funds. Customers waiting 
everywhere. No experience needed. 


Shepherd’s Town Card Co., Dept. EX. Shepherdstown, Pa. 
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Glorious Atlantic City! 
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On Beautiful North Carolina Ave., Atlantic 
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room any time up to 11 


v 


Write for Special Booklet 
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out any charge for breakfast or service. 


HARRY L. FAIRBAIRN, Proprietor 
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phasize that life today should be according to 
the mode of Jesus Christ. Jesus a practical per- 
son who labored most strenuously. Erase the 
idea that spiritual living relates to the life be- 
yond the grave. We are as we think, hence our 
thinking must be guided by Christ's rules, 
today, this hour. Emphasize the urgency of 
putting faith into practice. Life is a season of 
opportunity, privilege, and discipline, and it is 
SHORT. No one wants to waste it, least of all 
the so-called underprivileged, in an effort to 
attain commonly known physical possessions.) 
Prayer: (For understanding of God’s plan 
for man, and for courage to live it TODAY.) 
Hymn: “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say.” 
“FWairest Lord Jesus.” 
“Jesus Calls Me.” 


Benediction. 
e 


THE WHOLE HEART 

(Continued from page 413) 
good wife, Sapphira, and myself to give it 
all, five hundred pieces of gold, to be used to 
carry on the work of the Master! 

Peter: (Sternly) Ananias, why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and 
keep back part of the price of the land? While 
it yet remained, was it not your own? And 
after it was sold, was it not in your power? 
How is it you conceived this thing in your 
heart? You have not lied unto men, but unto 
God! 

(Ananias staggers and falls. There is much 
commotion.) 

Peter: (Calls) Servants! Come at once! 
(They rush in from left. One brings water.) 

John: Loose his clothes! (Work with him a 
moment.) 

Peter: Life hath departed out of him. Carry 
him out. (Left. Ananias should fall with head 
toward audience and feet toward exit, only three 
servants needed to carry him out.) 

James: Behold the crowd. See how they 
huddle together. Speak unto them, Peter. 
They fear the wrath of God. 

Peter: (Facing audience) Fear not, breth- 
ren. The gift Ananias brought was not dis- 
pleasing in the sight of the Lord, for you have 
been told, ‘Bring ye all the tithe into the store- 
house, that there may be food in my house and 
prove me herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if 
I will not open you the windows of Heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it.” Ananias 
was not struck down dead because he brought 
not all he had, but because he lied unto God 
and said that he brought his all. Remember 
then, brethren, that the Lord has always hated 
a lie. Again I say unto you, fear not. Many 
of you have not only given generously of your 
possessions but have also given your hearts 
completely to the Master, which is most pleas- 
ing in his sight. (Seats himself.) 
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John: How was it that you knew Ananias 
lied? 

Peter: The Lord revealed it to me. 

James: The beautiful Sapphira comes now. 

Peter: I fear she also is untrue. (Stands.) 
Sapphira, it pleases God when a generous gift 
is given to his service. It was for five hundred 
pieces of gold that you sold your property? 

Sapphira: Yes, five hundred pieces of gold. 

Peter: (sorrowfully) How is it that you 
agreed together to try the Spirit of the Lord? 
Behold the feet of them that have buried 
Ananias are at the door, and they shall carry 
you out also. (Sapphira throws a frightened 
glance at the door, screams, and falls. Care 
should be taken that this scream is not made 
too shrill nor realistic, for the audience, after a 
start of surprise, will invariably titter. The 
servants carry her out as they did Ananias. 
Peter turns to audience.) 

Peter: Remember, brethren, whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. You can- 
not serve God and Mammon. (Curtain.) 


WHY LAG BEHIND 


(Continued from page 410) 
of scripture. However, the power of a good 
example and a few words of encouragement 
from their leader might induce them to co- 
operate in a praise-worthy endeavor to make 
the reading aloud of the Bible a source of 
spiritual inspiration. 

It is difficult to “See oursel’s as ithers see 
us,” but it is even more difficult to “Hear 
oursel’s as ithers hear us.”’ Realizing this fact 
many colleges and universities have installed 
recording and reproducing apparatus for the 
use of students in oral English. If the older 
men in the ministerial profession have no ac- 
cess to mechanical aids such as these, there 
are many other avenues of assistance open to 
them. Suggestions for improvement from 
friends or members of one’s family seldom 
bring satisfactory results. It is usually wiser 
to consult an outsider trained in this line of 
work. Almost all large towns and cities have 
teachers sympathetic to the Christian religion 
who, if private lessons are too expensive, would 
be willing to form a small class of congenial 
spirits. Perhaps a more desirable arrangement 
might be for members of a ministerial asso- 
ciation, or of a certain diocese, or of a denomi- 
national group to engage a trained critic to 
attend a religious service in each church rep- 
resented, and later report his or her findings to 
the pastors individually. The benefits derived 
from this latter plan would far exceed the 
outlay, for a good critic can note not only, and 
correct outstanding weak points, but also 
awaken and put to work latent powers that one 
never dreamed one possessed. 

If ministers of today wish to interest their 
congregations in the Bible, let them study 
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more carefully its interpretation, and ‘Wake 
Up and Live”’ with the best speaking voice that 
it is possible for them to acquire. Then only 
will they read from its pages in such a way 
that the meaning strikes home. 

Many centuries ago reading the scriptures 
effectively was of paramount importance. Ac- 
cording to Nehemiah, “They read in the book 
in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, 
and caused them to understand the reading.” 
Why should the clergy of today lag so far 
behind their worthy predecessors? 


| SAW A LAD 


I saw a lad in tattered clothes; 

He stood in sad, remorseful pose, 
With bleeding nose and swollen 
And lips that tumbled forth a sigh. 


eye, 


Because he was so small in size, 
I felt the urge to sympathize; 
And walking at his side began 
To offer pity, man to man; 


“You are a sorry figure, lad, 

But why take all the other had? 
Why stand in battle, toe to toe 
And let a foeman hurt you so?” 


With upraised head and flashing eye, 
There came his words in quick reply: 
“Twas better, thus, to stand the gaff 
Than face the scorning ones who laugh!” 


His worthy message came to me: 
I cannot, will not, “‘quitter” be; 
And though it’s hard to suffer, bleed, 
A “sticker” is a man, indeed! 
Author Not Known 


CHRISTIAN UNITY 


(Continued from page 408) 
selves to spiritual things and leave the eco- 
nomic issues to the experts. 

The “‘go-get-it,” and the “put-it-over’’ phil- 
osophy, made popular by Chambers of Com- 
merce, Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs, has taken 
possession of our churches. Always we are in 
the midst of some sort of a campaign to put 
this, that, or the other thing over. “The King- 
dom of God in this generation,” “a united 
church,” ‘the elimination of poverty,” are 
some of the causes which have exercised our 
minds. It has been the generally accepted 
opinion that if the church would only unite, 
the Kingdom of God would be brought in 
pronto. Well do I remember a Theological 
Professor who always waxed eloquent when 
talking of the possibilities of winning the 
world for Christ in this generation. ‘“Why,” he 
would say, “if you should win one man today, 
and you and that other fellow win each an- 
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other tomorrow, and so on in that geometric- 
ally progressive fashion the world would be 
won in twenty-seven years.” The scheme was 
very simple and it would work too, if winning 
people were a matter of playing ecclesiastical 
tag. Unfortunately people don’t stay put 
when tagged. 


Counting noses does not make Christians of 
people for the simple reason that life is a pro- 
gressive affair. For that same reason the eco- 
nomic question which is settled today must be 
settled over again tomorrow. Poverty and the 
slums are, after all, relative things. Slum 
dwellers of today are infinitely better off than 
the Barons in their castles of a few generations 
ago. Even poor preachers have a much fuller 
life than the millionaire of pre-Civil War days. 
No matter how high the standard is elevated 
there will always be those at the tail end of the 
procession. God made all kinds and classes, 
some active and some lethargic, some bright 
and some stupid. Sharpen the wits of the 
stupid and you do nothing more than advance 
them in the ranks while others step back to 
take their place. ‘The poor ye always have 
with you,” is one of the wise sayings coming 
from the lips of Jesus. Men never have been 
equal nor will they be. The healthy society 
will ever be the one where there is brother- 
hood enough to induce the well favored to 
help the less fortunate. 


Social revolutions do not come when men 
are deeply submerged in misery, for the simple 
reason that at such times there is born the 
spirit of co-operation and helpfulness. During 
the forward economic surge, when the spirit of 
selfishness is rife, is the time when revolutions 
come. In France the great upheaval of 1789 
came on the rising tide of prosperity. Peasants 
never fared better than they did at that time. 
This same was true of Russia in 1917. The 
proletariat never had brighter prospects than 
at that time, and for that very reason forces 
of selfishness were released—forces which 
were sated only by human blood. 


Again we face such a period and there is an 
over emphasis of material things. Sometimes, 
I think, that even the service motive is over- 
worked. Give alms and help relieve the dis- 
tressed is the admonition of the religious 
worker, and we go so far in our endeavor to 
help that we make bums and louts of the 
unfortunate. Let us again and again remind 
ourselves that some privation is not a bad 
thing, for thereby the fibers of character are 
strengthened. William H. Hopkins testifies that 
the one thing, more than any other, which gave 
him moral stamina was an incident which oc- 
curred in his childhood. One evening his 
mother called him and his brothers and sisters 
together and said, “children I want to tell you 
what kind of a man your father is. Rather 
than do that which was not right he lost his 
job at the factory, and because of that you 
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children are going to bed hungry tonight.’ 
That incident, Mr. Hopkins says, gave hin 
more courage than any other one thing tha 
ever happened to him. 

“First the Kingdom of God and His right 
eousness and all other things shall be added,’ 
said Jesus. Let the church then so fill mer 
with the divine spirit that when they go oui 
into the marts of trade and into the legislative 
halls they will react as Christians should. Le’ 
the church so inspire men that the divine spiri 
will have its way with them. Then when the 
votes are counted it will be discovered that th 
‘““voice of the people is the voice of God.” Al 
economic questions will be rightly solved wher 
there are strong characters who, in the thicl 
of the battle, react as Christians should. Anc 
around this program of a fuller spiritual life 
there can be co-operation for it is an issue 
large enough to enlist the interest of all de. 
nominations. 

Of course there will always be those who ar« 
interested in putting over their cause and the} 
will demand that the church take a stand faver. 
able to their pet theory. God’s prophets wil 
always have a chance to advise the king jus' 
as did Jeremiah and Isaiah, but it is safe t« 
say that, at least fifty percent of the time i 
not more, they will be wrong in their judg 
ment. Many trials and many errors are neces 
sary before society adjusts itself. Meanwhile 
the church can do little more than follow alons 
with the procession in order to bind up ths 
wounds of the fallen. There are no scheme: 
which will permanently eliminate poverty anc 
distress, neither is the Kingdom of God to be 
a man made Utopia. 

A steering committee to tell men how the} 
ought to think on political and social question: 
would be a good thing if composed of choice 
spirits—men actuated by the spirit of Goc 
more than by the spirit of controversy; broad 
minded men not apt to go off half-cocked 
Christianity does indeed have its material side 
and it will always be necessary to deal wit! 
the questions of the day, but in all this there 
is bound to be differences of opinion. Rea 
unity, when it comes, will be a unity of th 
spirit. e 
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